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Third Sunday in Advent
December 12, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you
go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid 19: The people of New Life and visitors are asked to use your common sense when it comes to where you
sit during the service. Exert your freedom while at the same time being considerate of others.
Before Service Prayer: You, Lord Jesus, caused the blind to see, the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, the
possessed to be free, the dead to be raised. By Your death and resurrection, You promise to raise us to new life.
You are the One who alone can answer all our wonderings. You alone are the Way to abundant life. Fill us with
the joy that comes from You alone that our lives may radiate Your joy in this broken world; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Today’s Service: New Common Service, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI
license #1132777.
As We Gather: Some Advent wreaths have a pink candle for this Third Sunday in Advent. The festive, joyful
pink candle reflects today’s Readings, which begin to anticipate the unbridled joy that Jesus’ birth brings. We
do many joyful things during Advent. We sing Christmas carols, bake cookies, decorate our homes inside and
out, and travel far and wide to visit those we love. Yet all these joyful things point to an even greater joy—the
joy that comes by the Creator of the universe, the Lord almighty, who loves you, forgives you in Jesus, and
cares about you beyond human measure! “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!”
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CW 310 “Arise, O Christian People”

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Sentences (Zephaniah 3:14a, 15b; 16b–17, 20)
P: Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart.
C: The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.
P: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.
C: The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
P: He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love;
C: He will exult over you with loud singing.
P: I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among
all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.
C: We worship You, O Lord!
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
P: Let us pray.
O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all the darkness of our lives.
As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
C: Amen.
Three Advent candles are lit.
Confession of Sins
P: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins to God and
one another.
A time of silence is observed.
P: We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have wandered from
You. Our wonderings have at times turned into doubts that drew us away from You.
C: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
P: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
C: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!

The Kyrie— The congregation and Pastor sing…

Absolution
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. (tune, CW 28)
Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner's help and friend.
What the fathers most desired, What the prophets' heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year Stands fulfilled in glory here.
Welcome, O my Savior, now! Joyful, Lord, to You I bow.
Come into my heart, I pray; Oh, prepare Yourself a way.
And, when You shall come again As a glorious king to reign,
I with joy may see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace.

The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty deliverance. Drive the
darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever
C: Amen.
The First Lesson: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 (As we anticipate the coming deliverance, Paul says, “Rejoice always,” for “the

Lord is near.” Let our Advent joy be expressed in prayer and thanksgiving that stem from God’s peace, given us in His transcendent
gift of His Son as our Savior. So many parts of this sorted world seek to rob our joy in Christ. No wonder Paul told us twice: “I say it
again, Rejoice!”)

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord
is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (NIV 2011)
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Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.
Alleluia. (Matthew 11:10 cf. NIV)
Stand
LUKE 3:7-18 (The Gospel lesson continues the account of John the Baptist. John minced no words in
his message, neither to those hypocrites who did not want to listen to John’s call to repentance nor to those believers who heeded
John’s call and desired to change their ways. So near is the Lord’s judgment that the ax man has already placed His blade on the
trunk to line up His first swing. Yet with repentance comes good news: the winnowing fork in His hand does more than expose the
chaff in the winds of judgment, it gathers the wheat into His barn. Rejoice!)
The Gospel Lesson:

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
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“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone
who has food should do the same.”
11
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Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”
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“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.

14

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly
be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with] water. But One who is more powerful
than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in His hand to clear His threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into His barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other
words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. (NIV 2011)
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After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
Hymn of the Day: CW 302 “Prepare the Royal Highway”
The Sermon
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

The Offering
The Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who alone fills our hearts with joy both in
good times and bad times. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

The Words of Institution (spoken by the Pastor)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God

Our Communion Practice
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or other
WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.
The Distribution Hymn: CW 320 “As Angels Joyed with One Accord”
The Song of Simeon

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the light and life to come in the Holy
Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith so that we may always be prepared to
confess You as Lord and God; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
The Closing Hymn: CW 313 “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes”
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / James
Today—Third Sunday in the Season of Advent Communion Service at 9:30 AM.
Sunday School and Sunday morning Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Monday—Tone Chime Choir rehearsal at 7:00 PM
Friday—No men’s Bible Class
Sunday—Fourth Sunday in the Season of Advent Service at 9:30 AM
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service on
Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.

POINSETTIAS
If you’d like to purchase a poinsettia plant to adorn the Lord’s chancel during the Christmas season, see the
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the lower level.
SEVEN HABITS OF JESUS
In his “Seven Marks of the Church” (Luther’s Works, vol. 41, pp. 148-168) Luther outlines seven identifying
marks of the Church. Those same seven marks can be turned into seven habits which are helpful in living a
God-lived life.
The 7 Habits of Jesus
1) REMEMBERING…..our baptismal adoption into God’s family
2) LISTENING…..to God’s law and gospel voice in Scripture
3) PRAYING…..for God’s help with all our daily needs
4) PREPARING…..to hear God’s forgiving voice in worship
5) RETURNING…..a percentage of what God has given us
When we give a weekly offering in worship, we are returning a small portion of all that God has first given us.
An important aspect of our offering is to help us recognize that everything we have has been directly or
indirectly given to us by God. We ought not give our offering out of obligation, but instead out of gratitude for
all that God has first given us. A renewed sense of appreciation toward God as the giver of all good gifts helps
us to realize that we came into this life with nothing, and we will leave this life with nothing. When we present
our offering before God’s altar, we accompany it with a prayer like this: “Merciful Father, we offer with joy
and thanksgiving, what You have first given us: ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs of Your love.
Receive our gifts for the sake of the One who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
6) INVITING…..others to baptism and Christ’s mission
7) CARING….for others and creation with God’s love
365 DAY BIBLES
A supply of 365 Day Bible is available on the table around the corner from the entryway. This Bible divides the
Scriptures into 365 daily readings consisting of an Old Testament lesson, a New Testament lesson and then
either a section from the Psalms or Proverbs. January 1st is an ideal time to begin an effort to read through the
Bible in one year.
OFFERING ENVELOPES
The offering envelopes for the calendar year 2022 have been assigned. You can pick up your offering envelopes
on the table around the corner from the chapel entryway.

