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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 11, 2022 

 
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today.  You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or 
on the coat rack downstairs.  The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.  Before you go home 
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way.  Also, refreshments are served in the 
fellowship hall after our service this morning.  We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink. 
 
Our lower level is wired for sound.  If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of 
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main 
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel.  Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired 
directly to the fire department.  Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency. 
 
 

Before Service Prayer:  O Immanuel, You came as promised and ransomed all those held captive by sin and 
death.  Prepare our hearts for Christmas.  Bless our pastor with faithfulness to proclaim Your powerful Word.  
Lead us to repent through the preaching of the law, and then lift our hope with Your gospel.  Especially in this 
season, move us to a greater appreciation for Your Old Testament promises.  As ancient believers looked 
forward to Your first coming, teach us to look forward to Your second coming.  Amen. 
 

Today’s Service:  Service of All Creation, GIA, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777. 
 
Today’s Theme:  COME, LORD JESUS! - AS MESSIAH 
 
Humanity wants a made-to-order Messiah. We want the Savior we want. The Jews wanted a political Messiah 
who would remove Roman oppression and reestablish the kingdom of Israel. The generic Christian of today 
wants a Messiah who is a good teacher and an inspiration for brotherly love.  
 
Even faithful Christians face the temptation of a made-to-order Messiah. We want a Messiah who isn’t bothered 
by the sin that keeps cropping up in our life, who doesn’t call for total dedication but is fine if we only want a 
relaxed association with Him. We want a Messiah who dispenses blessings liberally, to ensure that our life is 
blessed, as we would like to define it. 
 
That is not the Messiah who came. Jesus defies the expectations of Israel, the world, and us. Jesus reminds us 
that “blessed” is a term that He defines, and it begins with not rejecting the Messiah because He fails to meet 
our expectations. One proof that Jesus is the Messiah is that He fulfilled every prophecy. Therefore, blessed 
people respond to adverse circumstances with patient waiting and confidence that, at just the right time, their 
Messiah will fix all that is broken in their lives.  

http://www.newlife-wels.org/


Personal Preparation for Holy Communion:   Luther’s Christian Questions, page 295-296 in the blue hymnal 
 
Pastor’s Welcome 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath—The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes our patient anticipation of 
Christ’s coming which draws nearer and nearer. 
 
P:  We light three candles. 
C:  And we pray for joy. 
 
P:  We light three candles. 
C: And we look to the day when all prisoners will be free, when all the sick will be healed, and when all the 
sad will be glad. 
 
P:  We rejoice with the angels as they prepare to welcome You into the world. 
C:  You bring joy to the world, O Lord. 
 
P:  We celebrate the good news that You are coming to wipe every tear from our eyes. 
C:  You bring joy to the world, O Lord. 
 
P:  We are happy to say that we believe in You. 
C:  Come, O Lord, to lighten our hearts and brighten our days. Amen. 
 
 
Three Advent candles are lit during the Opening Hymn. 
 
Opening Hymn:  “We Light the Advent Candle”  (CWS 702) 
 
We light the Advent candle  and wait for Christ to Come. 
With hope, we trust the promise  that He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior  Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light  till God makes all things right. 
 
We light the Advent candle  and thank the Lord for rest. 
With peace, we know our Jesus  has come to be our guest. 
This peace beyond all knowing  within our hearts is glowing. 
We wait with growing light  till God makes all things right. 
 
We light the Advent candle  and sing with cheerful heart. 
With joy, we spread the message  that God would us impart. 
Our joy is never ending;  the Son to us is sending. 
We wait with growing light  till God makes all things right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PREPARE!  PREPARE! 
The pastor introduces the refrain, singing it once after an introduction.  Then the congregation repeats the 
refrain after each verse and sings it as indicated, noting that the refrain is sung twice, dropping the ending 
“Oh,” the second time through. 
 

 
 
Soloist:  Justice and peace, kindness and truth shall come to the earth.  Oh, the Lord our God is coming soon!  
(Refrain) 
 
Soloist:  Sing and rejoice!  The Lord is near, I say rejoice!  Oh, the Lord our God is coming soon!  (Refrain) 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. (spoken) 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 
P:  The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers His grace and love.  It is good for us to repent of our sins and to plead 
for His mercy. 
 
P:  Lord Jesus, You came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom.  Lord have mercy. 
(congregation echoes the minister by singing) 
  

 
 
 
 



P:  You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.  Christ have mercy. (congregation echoes the 
minister by singing) 

 
 
P:  You will come in glory with salvation for Your people.  Lord have mercy.  (congregation echoes the 
minister by singing) 

 
 
P:  May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen 
(congregation echoes the minister by singing) 

 
 
ABSOLUTION 
P:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all Your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.  (spoken) 
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free 
Your own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Your people save, 
And bring them vict'ry o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!        (cont…) 
 
 
 
 
 



Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Your drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav'nly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!  (CW 23) 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P:  Merciful Father, hear the prayers of Your people and grant us all good things in accordance with Your will, 
not for our sake but for the sake of Christ, in whom we are made bold to pray; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

The Word of God 
 
First Lesson     James 5:7-11 – Knowing what we do about the Messiah’s coming kingdom, we want it now. 
God’s encouragement, however, is for us to be patient. 
 
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land 
to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and 
stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and 
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full 
of compassion and mercy.  (NIV 2011) 
 
P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation    (Soloist sings the verses; Congregation sings the “Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of 
truth and life!”) 
 

 
 
 
 
Gospel     Matthew 11:2-11 – Jesus deals gently with those whose present circumstances lead them to doubt 
that He is the Messiah. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask 
Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of Me.” 
7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom 
it is written: 
“‘I will send My messenger ahead of You, 
    who will prepare Your way before You.’ 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  (NIV 2011) 



P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day CW 307 “When the King Shall Come Again”  (CW93 142) 
 

The Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.   
Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake He was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Gathering of Our Offerings 
 
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar.  Offerings can also be given 
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s 
website. 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer 
  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours 
now and forever.  Amen. 

The Sacrament 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
 



P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C:  It is good and right so to do.  
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for You have established Your kingdom of peace 
among us and have brought to us the joy of Your salvation in our lives. Above all, we bless You and 
give thanks for the limitless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son as the fulfillment 
of Your great promises. Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us Your supporting 
presence, Lord, now and forever. Together with angels and archangels and with all who rejoice in the 
courts of heaven we praise Your glorious name: 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 

 
  
 
Words of Institution    (Spoken by the pastor.) 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: Amen. 
 
 



O Christ, Lamb of God 
 
(We will sing the first three verses, observing the repeat sign and then we will sing the last line, asking that Jesus 
would “grant us peace.”) 
 

 
 
Our Communion Practice 

New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.”  We ask that only members of New Life or other 
WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament.  We ask our visitors to please respect our communion 
practice. 
 
Distribution Hymn   CW 324 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (CW93 18) 
                           

Thanksgiving 
 
P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
C:  And His mercy endures forever.                                                                                                                         
 
P:  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for having welcomed us at Your Table, giving us a 
foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. Strengthen us through this blessed gift that we may live 
in hope-filled anticipation of the end of all earthly things and await with joy Your final coming in glory. Grant 
that Your Holy Spirit enlighten us with His gifts that we be kept in the true faith until the last and greatest day 
of our Lord’s return. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 



Blessing 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 

Closing Hymn      CW 519 “There Is a Redeemer” (CWS 747) 

Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week 

Cleaning this Week:  Berg / James 

Today— Third Sunday in Advent Communion Service at 9:30 AM 
Fellowship at 10:30 AM  
Sunday School and Bible Class in the Café at 10:45 AM 
No Confirmation Class   

Tuesday—Tone Chime Choir rehearsal at 7:00 PM 
Friday—No Men’s Bible Class 
Sunday—Fourth Sunday in Advent worship service at 9:30 AM 

Fellowship at 10:30 AM  
Sunday School and Adult Bible class at 10:45 AM 
No Confirmation Class 

CALL TO OKLAHOMA CITY 
On November 10 Pastor Bauer was informed he’s received the call to be pastor at Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Pastor Bauer will announce his decision after the service today. 

365 DAY BIBLES 
The start of a new year is a good time to start a “read through the Bible” program. There is one remaining 365 
day Bible on the table in the entryway you can use to assist in this effort. 

POINSETTIA SIGN UP SHEET 
If you’d like to purchase a poinsettia to adorn the Lord’s chancel at Christmas, you can use the sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. A poinsettia costs $8. 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Christ the King in Palatine invites the members of New Life to a German Christmas service on Sunday, 
December 18 at 4:00 PM. After the service you are invited to stay for a fellowship meal. Christ the King is 
located at 100 W. Michigan Ave., Palatine, IL. 
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