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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 24, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you
go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall, which has
been cleared of tables and chairs to make social distancing possible.
Before Service Prayer: Lord and ruler of nations, You tell us not to trust in mortal princes but to place our
faith in You. By Your most holy and powerful Word, strengthen our resolve to do that more and more. Help us
to be mindful, as Your children of Your desire that we pay proper respect and honor to our nation’s newly
elected officials because they draw their authority from You. Guide them with Your eternal wisdom and use
them for Your holy purposes—including Your purpose of teaching Your people to stand solidly on Your word
and bravely against all that is evil, no matter the consequences. In the name of Jesus, King of kings and Lord of
lords. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service of All Creation, GIA, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.
Today’s Theme: When someone calls you on your phone, do you always answer? In our present day with caller
identification, many are apt to let the call go to voicemail to wait and see what the message is and who it’s from
and at times wait to respond depending on the level of importance. How about when God calls? Especially, if
that call is one to repentance? Do you answer? We hear in today’s readings of the response of some. Elijah
tossed his mantel around Elisha according to God’s command, and Elisha left everything to be Elijah’s

successor. Jesus would call Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow Him, and promised that through them,
God would issue a call of repentance to many. In Baptism, God has called us to follow Him in a life of faith and
repentance, and He promises that through us, others will also be called to that same repentance and new life.

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn

CW 81 “Arise and Shine in Splendor”

Arise and shine in splendor; Let night to day surrender.
Your light is drawing near. Above, the day is beaming,
In matchless beauty gleaming; The glory of the Lord is here.
See earth in darkness lying, The heathen nations dying
In hopeless gloom and night. To You the Lord of heaven;;
Your life, Your hope has given Great glory, honor, and delight.
Lift up your eyes in wonder—See, nations gather yonder
From sin to be set free. The world has heard Your story;
Your sons come to Your glory, And daughters hast Your light to see.
Your heart will leap for gladness When from the realms of sadness
They come from near and far. Your eyes will wake from slumber
As people without number Rejoice to see the Morning Star.

Invocation, Opening Sentences, Confession and Announcement of Forgiveness
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
P: Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
C: praise the name of the LORD!
Pastor: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!
P: Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own, and we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to
You.
C: Yet we often do not live as You have called us to live as Your own. We do not always honor Your name
nor Your calling with our praise.
P: We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us away, turning back to You as
we follow in faith.
Silence for reflection

P: Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord,
C: we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not followed You joyfully
and trustingly. We have not loved others as ourselves, and our thoughts, words, and deeds have not been
pleasing to You. We have not always welcomed Your call for us to follow You and You alone. We ask that
You would have mercy on us.
P: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel. Hear and rejoice in
the Good News. Jesus Christ died for you, and for His sake, God has compassion.
C: Amen. Thanks be to God!
P: Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
C: praise the name of the LORD!
P: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
C: From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Glory to God

Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach with authority. Anoint us with the
power of Your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim
liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word of God
First Lesson 1 KINGS 19:19-21 (When Elisha is called to follow Elijah, God does not force him against his will. He molds
his will and shapes it, so that when he goes back, it is not to lament what he is losing by following Elijah. Rather it is to offer it all up
as a sacrifice of thanksgiving for the coming honor of service. Elisha was not called in this instance to give up some obvious evil to
follow Elijah. He sacrificed good gifts which God had given to him earlier. But at times the call to discipleship bids us make a
sacrifice of things earlier given by God that were good. Whether we follow by turning our backs on evil or by giving up even good
things for something better, let us do it as Elisha did, with thanksgiving, not with grousing or complaining.)
So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of
oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around
him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he
said, “and then I will come with you.”
19

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”
So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to
follow Elijah and became his servant. (NIV 2011)
21

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day

62

Second Lesson
1 CORINTHIANS 7:29-31 (The general call to discipleship is a call that envelopes the whole of life,
not just the Sunday morning part. That God does not always require the sacrifice of everything should not dull our hearts to the reality
that we should be ready to make just such a sacrifice. The call of Christ to follow Him is the call to see Him as our all in all; only then
are we what these verses say we ought to be. It is only the glorious power of the gospel that will make it possible for us to learn the
lesson. These verses contain all three uses of the law.)
What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should
live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not;
those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of the world, as
if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away. (NIV 2011)
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P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia.

Alleluia. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching, preaching, and healing every disease.

Gospel

MARK 1:14-20 (Notice the sharp contrast: the first verse makes all the rest of the verses seem foolish. If God
could not keep John out of prison, why would anyone want to follow the one whom John proclaimed as the Messiah? The contrast is
all the more striking, when we remember that those called in this reading had been disciples of John first. Why haven’t they become
bitter or cynical? Don’t they grasp that this Jesus may well share in John’s fate, and they may share in it with Him? Why haven’t they
just given up on religion and set themselves to making the best of it in their occupation? Jesus for his part could have made, humanly
speaking, better choices in His disciples than these. Ah, but there it is again: the hidden glory of the Savior is manifest in a call strong
enough to overcome despair and cynicism in the ones called, and strong enough to accomplish the work of God on earth through
these outwardly frail and inept workmen.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The
time has come,” He said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”
14

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow Me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for
people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed Him.
16

When He had gone a little farther, He saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat,
preparing their nets. 20 Without delay He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men and followed Him. (NIV 2011)
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(After the Gospel is read.)
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Hymn of the Day CW 463 “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”
Jesus calls us o'er the tumult Of our life's wild, restless sea;
Day by day His voice invites us, Saying, "Christian, follow me!"
As the first disciples heard it By the Galilean lake,
Turned from home and toil and kindred, Leaving all for His dear sake.
Jesus calls us from the worship Of the vain world's golden store,
From each idol that would keep us, Saying, "Christian, love Me more."
In our joys and in our sorrows, Days of toil and hours of ease,
Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, "Christian, love Me more than these."
Jesus calls us! In Your mercy, Savior, help us hear Your call;
Give our hearts to Your obedience, Serve and love You best of all!

Sermon
The Second Article of the Athanasian Creed (Confessed in unison)
It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ also
took on human flesh.
Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son,
is both God and man. He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and He is man, born in
time from the nature of His mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, equal to
the Father as to His deity, less than the Father as to His humanity; and though He is both God and Man,
Christ is not two persons but one, one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity
into God; one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; for just as the rational
soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ. He suffered for our salvation,
descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty, and from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. At His coming

all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal deeds. Those who have done good
will enter eternal life, but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire.
This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be
saved.

Gathering of Our Offerings
If you are not a member of New Life Lutheran Church, we do not want you to feel obligated to give an offering.
(God wants us to be cheerful givers, not guilty givers!) We gather our offerings in church, because the Bible
teaches that giving is an act of worship. May the Lord bless you. And may He use our gifts to be a blessing to
many others. Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.
Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner but that all would repent and believe the
Gospel. In the epiphany of Your Son, Your time of salvation and Your kingdom have come near. As this world
passes away, give faithfulness and urgency to Your Church to proclaim the Gospel of our God to all people.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Lord of the harvest, as You called Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John to follow You and made them
fishers of men, so send faithful preachers of Your Gospel in our time. Increase the spirit of generosity to all who
support the missionaries, seminaries, colleges and other institutions of our Church for the spread of the Gospel
and the service of the Church. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Eternal Lord, in view of every current distress as the present form of this world passes away, give constancy
and contentment to Your people in their God-given stations. Give comfort and faithfulness to the married, and
strengthen them to pass on the faith to the next generation. Show kindness also to the unmarried and assure
them of the holiness of their place in life, that they would be freed from anxiety and attend to holiness in body
and spirit, undividedly devoted to You. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Almighty God, preserve our nation with its rulers. Call to repentance those who have forgotten You. Spare
Joseph, our president; J. B. our governor; and all who serve for the good of this people. Do not let disaster befall
us, but preserve us in peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, turn us from every distracting anxiety and the dealings of this world that would draw our hearts
away from Your blessed Gospel and its end, eternal life. Give us confidence in the resurrection and the peace of
a clean conscience by the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name. Graciously behold and help those for whom we
pray [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died
and rose again, and hear us as we join in praying….
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours now and forever. Amen.

P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage and a hope that cannot be
extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and Your
Son abiding with us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn

“By a Lake We Come To Know You”

By a lake we come to know You,
Son of God, for what You are.
There You called Your first disciples,
There they followed You in faith.
So You look for us and find us,
So You call us one by one.
Jesus, let that lake remind us
What You said and what You did,
How You sought us, how You called us,
How You gave our life a goal.
Now we know why we are living;
We can share the joy You give. (Tune, CW 329)
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / James
Today— Communion Service at 9:30 AM (instead, a service of the word)
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM (cancelled)
Monday—Preschool Staff Meeting at 7:00 PM
Thursday—GREEN TEAM from 6:30 – 8:00 PM (cancelled)
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM (cancelled)
Sunday— Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Roger Nicklaus has been released from the Lutheran Home, and now Roger and Joyce are living together at Tabor
Hills Healthcare Facility, located at 1347 Crystal Avenue, Naperville, IL 60563, room #105. You can drop Roger
and Joyce a line at that address.
The Branch Connection invites the women of the congregation to a ladies’ game night on February 9, beginning
at 6:30 PM. The women will enjoy snacks, socializing and a team game. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board in the lower level. Safety precautions will be taken.
The preschool has received several inquiries for the 2021-22 school year. Normally, the Ela Library would host
a preschool fair, but will not be doing that this year. Tree of Life will host an open house on Monday, February
22 from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. Appointments can be made to visit the preschool either virtually or by
appointment as well.
The Preschool staff will have a staff meeting tomorrow night at 7:00 PM, weather permitting.
Pastor Bauer fell ill on Friday and was tested for Covid – 19 on Saturday. Pastor Bauer tested positive. As a
result:
o The elder conducted the service today, on extremely short notice.

o The Service of Holy Communion was changed to a service of the word.
o Confirmation class for this evening has been cancelled.

o Green Team for this coming Thursday has been cancelled.
o Men’s Bible class for Friday has been cancelled.

