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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 31, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go home
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the
basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any
of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall, which has
been cleared of tables and chairs to make social distancing possible.
Before Service Prayer: Lord God, on a day filled with snow, You make a wonderful promise to me. Through
Isaiah You declare, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” As You blanket the earth
with a fresh coat of snow, You also connect with that sight the promise that for the sake of Your Son, my sins
are forgiven. Give me faith to believe that what You say is true. I sometime find it hard to believe because I am
fully aware of the gravity of my sin. Yet, the power of Your Son’s blood to cleans me from my sin is far greater.
Today, as I once again am reminded of Your mercy in Your house of worship, send Your Spirit into my heart to
work in me a joy over my salvation, a joy that spills out into my life. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service of Word, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: Why follow Him? Jesus shows His glory by His triumph over the devil. In His own day He
sometimes did that openly for many to see. He still does it just as effectively but in a less public, less obvious
way. Just as His victory made manifest His glory then, so it does now. Just as then, so now, everything is
accomplished through His Word.
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn

CW 221 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love You solely.
All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us.
Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light from Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by Your Spirit's pleading.
Hear the cry Your people raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises.
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we Your Word may trust, Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander, Till we sing Your praises yonder.

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION
P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love;
C: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
P: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
C: and cleanse me from my sin!
P: Let us then confess our sins to God, our gracious Father.
P & C: Almighty God, merciful Father, we poor sinners beseech You to hear our words of repentance.
We have sinned against You and have transgressed Your commands in thought, word, and deed. We
have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You demand. We do repent and are truly sorry
for all of our sins, both known and unknown to us. Have mercy on us because of Jesus, our Savior. Grant
that, by the working of the Holy Spirit, we may walk as Your forgiven and restored children here on
earth until that time when we finally come into Your glorious heavenly presence.

ABSOLUTION
P: God has promised His mercy and forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him in repentance
and humility. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. May our merciful Lord keep you steadfast in the Holy
Spirit, lead you to greater faith and obedience, and bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
C: Amen.
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;
We praise You for Your peace and grace,
Your favor toward our fallen race.
Our grateful thanks to You we bring,
For Your great glory, heav’nly King,
For all, O Father, You have done
Through Jesus Christ, Your only Son.
O Lamb of God, to You we pray.
You take all human sin away.
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;
From God’s right hand, Your mercy share.
You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory You made known.
We by Your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen. (tune, CW 582)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright.
Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE WORD

First Lesson
DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20 (When God speaks only in the law, there is terror and dread on every hand.
Therefore let us hang on every Word of the gospel of the promised greater prophet, by whose word and work alone we are delivered
from the dread wrath of God and called instead into blessed fellowship with Him. Yes, and let us not tolerate anyone who contradicts
the message and the messenger that brings us to life and to life eternal. In the Old Testament the penalty for false doctrine was death;
for God takes His word seriously. In the New Testament there is no call for us to kill false prophets. But there remains the call to shun
them and dread the dread effect of their words and works. God takes His Word seriously. Woe to those who do not! For they invite the
devil’s rule and his fate, which Jesus expels when He speaks and we listen.)
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow
Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the
day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great
fire anymore, or we will die.”
15

The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their fellow Israelites, and I will put My words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I
command him.” (NIV 2011)
17

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day

1

Second Lesson
1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23 (The people of this world work hard to free themselves of restraints.
The most popular way of doing this today is to throw off the chains of God’s moral law by making yourself a law unto yourself. Paul
takes a very different approach. Instead of working hard to be free, he rejoices in the freedom he has in Christ. Then, for the sake of
the Gospel, he makes himself a slave to win as many as possible for Christ.)
Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one
under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not
having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under
Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I
have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for
the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. (NIV 2011)
19

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day
P:

Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on Me; He has anointed Me to preach good news. Alleluia. (Luke 4:18a)
Alleluia! Let praises ring!
Unto our triune God we sing;
Blest be His name forever!
With angel hosts let us adore
And sing His praises more and more
For all His grace and favor.
Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy,
God is holy. Spread the story
Of our God the Lord of glory! (CW 241 vs. 4)

Stand
Gospel
MARK 1:21-28 (The devil is quiet when false doctrine is taught. But as soon as Jesus appears with the
gospel, the devil is enraged and does all that he can to hinder the message. Here he does it by confessing what on the surface is the
truth; but he does it with evil intent, to hinder the work of the glorious gospel. Who, after all, wants to be confessed by the devil? At
the very least the confession of the demons would confuse people. But Jesus silences the devil and drives him away, while the devil in
leaving demonstrates that his only power is to hurt and destroy, and only that so long as the Lord for reasons of His own permits it.
That the devil is in the synagogue serves as a warning to us. Often those churches seem most united and peaceful where false doctrine
is given the most room; but where the word is preached in its truth and purity, there the devil is most busy stirring up strife in doctrine
and in life, so that people will turn away from the truth. In your life, too, the devil’s only power is the power to destroy and corrupt, to
give pain and misery—in spite of his promise to give the opposite. But the glorious gospel’s power to create is still more powerful than
the horrible power of the devil to destroy. Don’t cling to the one that Jesus is driving out!)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began
to teach. 22 The people were amazed at His teaching, because He taught them as one who had
authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by
an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do You want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to
destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!”
21

“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and
came out of him with a shriek.
25

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with
authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey Him.” 28 News about Him spread
quickly over the whole region of Galilee. (NIV 2011)
27

(After the Gospel is read.)
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day

CW 201 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev'ry need That has us now o'ertaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected.
But for us fights the valiant one Whom God Himself elected.
You ask, "Who is this?" Jesus Christ it is,
The almighty Lord. And there's no other God;
He holds the field forever.
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow'r us.
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He's judged; the deed is done!
One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And do what they will -- Hate, steal, hurt, or kill -Though all may be gone, Our victory is won;
The kingdom's ours forever!

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
The Credal Hymn

CW 270 “We All Believe in One True God”

We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present help in need, Praised by all the heav'nly host,
By whose mighty pow'r alone All is made and wrought and done.
We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son,
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won,
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery.
We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both fore'er proceeds,
Who upholds and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity, Hear our praise eternally!
Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer
P:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

P: O Holy Trinity, You are God of gods and Lord of lords. Truly, there is no God but You alone. From You
and from Your Son, Jesus Christ, are all things. Reveal the saving knowledge of Christ’s truth to us and all the
world, that loving You and one another, together we may be known by God. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: O Lord, our God, whose voice was heard at Sinai and whose authority was made manifest in Christ, the
Prophet greater than Moses. Send faithful preachers into Your harvest who will be diligent to listen to Your
Word and speak it faithfully in Your name. Preserve us from false prophets who would lead us away from Your
truth, and give us ears to hear gladly the saving words of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, guard our families and homes, and build them up in love. Support parents in their task of
instructing their children, strengthen those whose faith is weak, and make us bold to forego convenience and
security to attest the truths of our most holy faith with heart and action. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Almighty God, give health and success to our president and governor, our legislators and judges, and all
who serve for our governance and protection. Make them high in purpose, wise in counsel and unwavering in
duty. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son cast out unclean spirits and taught with authority. He is the Great
Physician of body and soul. Have mercy on those who are sick, distressed, in danger or facing any need
[especially _____________]. Sustain them with patience, trusting in Your merciful care, and graciously relieve
them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died
and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Closing Collect
P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage and a hope that cannot be
extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and Your
Son abiding with us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn

CWS 777 “Now Let Us All in Hymns of Praise”

Now let us all, in hymns of praise, bear witness with one voice
To God’s redeeming work in Christ and bid the world rejoice.
Today we call to mind the things that time cannot erode:
What God, Creator of the world, is doing for our good.
What changes, challenges, and tests the Church of Christ survives!
How rich the records left to us of dedicated lives!
Still must the Church proclaim to all, both now and evermore,
God’s house to be an open house, and Christ the open door.
Of all our labors who can say what harvest there shall be
When time, that limits and distorts, become eternity?
Then shall our hymns, rehearsed below, be perfect praise above,
As, face to face, we fully know the truth that God is love.
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week

Cleaning this Week: Berg / Bolzman
Today— Divine Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Monday—Church Council postponed until February 8
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Sunday— Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Mission Presentation 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class (Superbowl Sunday)

Roger Nicklaus has been released from the Lutheran Home, and now Roger and Joyce are living together at
Tabor Hills Healthcare Facility, located at 1347 Crystal Avenue, Naperville, IL 60563, room #105. You can
drop Roger and Joyce a line at that address.
The Branch Connection invites the women of the congregation to a ladies’ game night on February 9, beginning
at 6:30 PM. The women will enjoy snacks, socializing and a team game. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board in the lower level. Safety precautions will be taken.
The preschool has received several inquiries for the 2021-22 school year. Normally, the Ela Library would host
a preschool fair, but will not be doing that this year. Tree of Life will host an open house on Monday, February
22 from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. Appointments can be made to visit the preschool either virtually or by
appointment as well.
The February New Life News was sent out this past week. If you didn’t receive your copy in the mail, you can
pick up a copy off the table in the entryway.
Thanks to Pastor Karim Yaghleji for filling in for Pastor Bauer today. Pastor Yaghleji will return next Sunday
to preach for the service. After the service, during Bible Class, Pastor Yaghleji will give a presentation entitled:

All Christians Are One Body In Christ
Come listen to Karim Yaghleji tell his story about living in Syria, the persecution of Christians, and how we can
be encouraged by our Christian family across the world!
Karim is going to talk about the Persecution of Christians in the Middle East and particularly in Syria.
The presentation is an eye-opening experience to what is happening in the Middle East.
Be encouraged, knowing we are part of a greater purpose in Christ by listening to his story.

