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First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church
or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go
home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served
in the basement after our service this morning. And we invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any
of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Before Service Prayer: My righteous and holy God, when I am tempted to sin, I admit I often want to blame
You for allowing me to suffer and accuse You of being the source of temptation. I want to join with Adam and
blame You for my weakness. However, You surely tempt no one. Instead, You give me a way out of
temptation or give me the power to resist temptation. Grant me a knowledge of Your word and the ability to
stand on Your word and use it to fight against the lies of the devil. Though he makes sin look attractive and
even necessary, guide me in the paths of Your righteousness and place my feet firmly on the path You would
have me walk. I ask this in the name of Jesus, who resisted every temptation and sent the devil packing. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service of the Word, NPH, Gathering Rite, GIA; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI
license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: The call to sinners in Lent is a serious call to struggle. While we throw out and leave behind
the trivial outward Roman type practices of Lent, let’s not throw out repentance in the process. Let’s not replace
the trivial externals with something even worse: assurances that we are so forgiven that we need not bother
anymore with repentance.
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CWS 726 “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken”
Christ, the Lord of hosts, unshaken By the devil’s seething rage,
Thwarts the plan of Satan’s minions; Wins the strife from age to age;
Conquers sin and death forever; Slams them in their steely cage.

Michael fought the heav’nly battle, Godly angels by his side;
Wared against the ancient serpent, Foiled the beast, so full of pride,
Cast him earthbound with his angels; Now he prowls, unsatisfied.
Long on earth the battle rages, Since the serpent’s first deceit
Twisted God’s command to Adam, Made forbidden fruit look sweet.
Then the curse of God was spoken: “You’ll lie crushed beneath His feet!”
Jesus came, this word fulfilling, Trampled Satan, death defied;
Bore the brunt of our temptation, On the wretched tree He died.
Yet to life was raised victorious; By His life our life supplied.
Swift as lightning falls the tyrant From his heav’nly perch on high,
As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry Floods the earth and fills the sky.
Wounded by a wound eternal Now his judgement has drawn nigh!
Jesus, send Your angel legions When the foe would us enslave.
Hold us fast when sin assaults us; Come then, Lord, Your people save.
Overthrow at last the dragon; Send him to his fiery grave.
Gathering Rite (Congregation sings the refrain, Pastor sings the verses, Congregation sings the refrain as
indicated throughout the song)

P: The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I fear? The Lord is my life and my refuge, when I call
God hears.
Refrain:
P: If You dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand? But with You there is mercy and
forgiveness and a guiding hand.
Refrain:
P: O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. My heart cries out for Your presence, it is You I seek.
Refrain:
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)

Confession, Kyrie, Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P:

1. Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert:
2. Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation:
3. Lord Jesus, the flood of living water:

P: Having heard your confession, I assure you that our gracious Father in heaven has heard your prayer, and by
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (spoken) (immediately repeat the refrain)

The Collect
P: Let us pray.
Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our ancient foe tempts us with his
deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
The First Lesson: GENESIS 22:1-18 (Perhaps you don’t think that you have all that much to repent of or struggle against.

Well, then think about the First Commandment. What do you love so much that it would be impossible to willingly and gladly give up
if the Lord required it? Would you give up your son? Abraham got up early and went straight ahead to obey. Would you? When God
has required you to give something up, some time, some friend, some money, some popularity, out of love and loyalty to His Word, did
you do it? Did you do it gladly and willingly? If God would ask you now to give up house and home, wealth and position, all that you

are and have, would you get up early and go straight to it? If He took these things away, would you complain about it? If you do not
love God enough to give up your son for Him, why should He give up His Son for you? But that’s what He promises in the closing
verses of the reading. The offspring, descended from Isaac, in whom we will really be blessed, deserves our all. We deserve nothing.
How little He gets. How much He gives just to forgive the littleness of our heart’s devotion. Everything is opposite and upside down of
the way we would expect and the way we deserve. Do you still think you have nothing to repent of and that the struggle is easy?)

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.
Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
2

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God
had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He
said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and
then we will come back to you.”
3

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried
the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father
Abraham, “Father?”
6

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Abraham answered, “God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two
of them went on together.
8

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged
the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he
reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him
from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”
9

“Here I am,” he replied.
“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” He said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from Me your son, your only son.”
12

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took
the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place
The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”
13

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by
Myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only
son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
15

the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed Me.” (NIV 2011)
P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 3

The Second Lesson: ROMANS 8:31-39 (As beautiful as these verses are, it takes a miracle for us to believe them! That’s

what Lent is all about, a detailing of the otherwise unbelievable love of God in the sacrifice of His own Son for the likes of us sinners.
Having given His Son, and having performed the miracle of giving us faith to believe it, how could we ever again doubt His love?
Come death, come angels or demons! Let the past haunt me and the present scare me and the future terrify me! It is all nothing; the
love of God in Christ leaves me at peace and secure. Lent proves that love as nothing else could. The repentance that is always
profound sorrow over sin has its counterpart in an equal measure of confidence in the love of God for sinners. Indeed, sorrow filled
repentance is a joy when I know what God’s response to it will be! And a repentance that is without genuine terror or real sorrow
receives the proclamation of Lent and of salvation won coldly or with indifference.)

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He
who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him,
graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness
or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
31

“For Your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV 2011)
37

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Reception of New Members
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: MARK 1:12-15 (Make no mistake about it: the life of Christ for us was along a hard and painful road.

He begins His earthly ministry and His journey to the cross by a time of loneliness and struggle in the desert. So intense is the struggle
that the angels attend Him! That’s a mystery deep and profound. What possible help could they be? Nevertheless there it is: as in
Gethsemane, they do not come to lessen His struggle but to help Him in some way endure it or continue in it. Given the seriousness
with which He begins His journey to the cross, you can be sure that His call to repentance was not trite or cute or trivial. The good
news is that He was victorious in the struggle, and that He won it for us. Now He calls us into His kingdom. Pass through the gate of
repentance to the good news Lent announces, and then go back into the desert to struggle against the foes of the devil, the world and
your own flesh with Him as your strength and support and with the holy angels as your companions. The alternative? A struggle
outside of the kingdom with the fallen angel / destroyer as your guide and his doom as your future.)

At once the Spirit sent Him out into the wilderness, 13 and He was in the wilderness forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended Him.
14
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The
time has come,” He said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”
12

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: CW 200 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev'ry need That has us now o'ertaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected.
But for us fights the valiant One Whom God Himself elected.
You ask, "Who is this?" Jesus Christ it is,
The almighty Lord. And there's no other God;
He holds the field forever.
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow'r us.
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He's judged; the deed is done!
One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And do what they will -- Hate, steal, hurt, or kill -Though all may be gone, Our victory is won;
The kingdom's ours forever!

The Sermon
Luther’s Small Catechism—The Sixth Petition
P: Lead us not into temptation.
What does this mean?
C: God surely tempts no one to sin, but we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us, so
that the devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us or lead us into false belief, despair, and other
great and shameful sins; and though we are tempted by them, we pray that we may overcome and win
the victory.
The Offering
(Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
The Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer (sung)

P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen. (spoken)
The Blessing
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen (spoken)

The Closing Hymn: “O Steadfast Lord, Prepare Our Path” (tune, CW 524)
O steadfast Lord, prepare our path That we may never stray
Into the wasteland of Your wrath But tread the narrow way.
Lord, when temptations whisper lies And lure us from Your side,
Preserve us from the devil’s guise And shine Your Word to guide.
Lord God, You gave Your only Son To walk our earthen road,
For only He could be the one To bear our sinful load.
Lord, where we falter in this life And fail to do Your will,
Point us to Jesus’ pain and strife On Calv’ry’s bloody hill.
Just as our Savior led the way And bore Your righteous wrath,
He still leads on and will not stray To blaze salvation’s path.
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: LaPlante
Today— Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Monday—Preschool Open House, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Wednesday—2nd Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00 PM
Service Project / Coffee and Cake in the Café at 6:30 PM
Thursday—Green Team Rocket Race at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Sunday— Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
NEW LIFE ENDOWMENT FUND
The New Life Endowment Fund earned $941.18 in interest in 2020. The Executive Board of the New Life
Church council decided to split that amount between Tree of Life Lutheran Preschool and Amanda Follmer
who attends WLC.

NEW WELS HYMNAL
New Life, in her five-year plan, has included "purchase and use the new WELS hymnal." The new hymnal will
be available this fall. Pre-orders are currently being taken. The overall effort which is called Christian
Worship is the result of a careful, years-long curation process conducted by dozens of spiritually discerning
pastors, teachers, and laypeople with field test results from across the synod. The new hymnal also comes along
with several accompany books: a psalter book, an altar book, etc. which will be used at church. Much more
information is available on christianworship.com.
A new hymnal costs $24. Craig La Plante, the Stewardship Chairman, has filled out a worksheet which helps
congregations get an idea of what getting the new hymnal for New Life, along with the needed accompaniment
books, will cost. The cost will be around $3,000. Members of New Life are being given a chance to purchase a
hymnal or hymnals in memory of someone or in honor of someone. Giving members an opportunity to purchase
hymnals in this way is how New Life funded our current "Christian Worship-A Lutheran Hymnal" and
"Christian Worship Supplement".
The three books every Lutheran Christian wants in their home are the Bible, Luther's Catechism and a hymnal.
If you'd like to pre-order a hymnal and / or the accompanying devotion booklet for yourself, you can do that as
well.
Envelopes have been provided downstairs in the fellowship hall for purchasing hymnals and other books. A
large sign-up sheet listing the books and their cost of each book has been posted on the bulletin board in the
fellowship hall. If you would like to purchase a hymnal and/or one or more of the accompanying books, please
use an envelope and designate your gift for that purpose.
USE OF OUR HYMNALS
When are the hymnals and supplements coming back? The plan is to have them back in the pew the Sunday
after Easter.
UPDATING OUR VIDEO & AUDIO
Our current AV equipment has served us well but is now roughly 20 years old and overdue for upgrades.
Church Council is currently working with DSH Audio Visions LLC on upgrading our Audio/Visual
capabilities. DSH will be designing all potential AV improvements but our initial focus will be on improving
our Video capabilities allowing for improved live-streaming and recording of Worship Services and special
events. The design will also provide us with a roadmap for future improvements that can be made as funding
allows.
DSH has assisted other WELS churches and comes highly recommended.
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECTS
Instead of Lenten meals this year, New Life will work on a service project prior to each of the six-mid week
Lenten services. The service project will consist of putting together care packages for residents of Auberge, the
memory care facility next door to church. Come and help put a personal touch on care packages for those who
have been isolated from family due to the pandemic. The activity will begin at 6:30 PM.

LENT 2021 – THE HANDS OF THE PASSION
Whether they were lifted to bless God's chosen people or to stone God's chosen prophets, hands in the Bible are
rarely noticed but always in action. The Hands of the Passion Lenten Series explores the many roles hands played
during the Passion History, from waving palm branches to nailing our Savior to the cross.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

February 24, 2nd Mid-Week Service, Pastor Raddatz, "Hands of Betrayal" (Judas)
March 3, 3rd Mid-Week Service, Pastor Schubert, "Hands of Misguided Zeal" (Peter)
March 10, 4th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Carlovsky, "Hands of Hypocrisy" (Caiaphas)
March 17, 5th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Schultz, "Hands of Brutality" (Soldiers)
March 24, 6th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Bauer, "Hands of Preservation" (Pilate)
March 28, Palm Sunday, "Hands of Praise" (Disciples and Crowds)
April 1, Maundy Thursday, "Hands of Humility" (Jesus)
April 2, Good Friday, "Nail Pierced Hands" (Jesus)
April 4, Easter Sunday, "Life-Giving Hands" (Jesus)

The Lenten Service begins at 7:00 PM. Due to Covid-19, New Life will omit the Lenten meal prior to the
service. Meetings during the second half of February and March will be moved to Wednesday night to make it
possible for as many as possible to attend Lenten service.

