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Third Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of
the church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before
you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. The windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall.
Before Service Prayer: Father, You tell me that Your word is very near me. It is in my mouth and in my heart,
so that I may obey it. (Deut. 30:14) You have given me Your word so that I may believe what it says,
especially the message about Your Son and what He has done for me. Your word also serves as the highest
authority in my life. Whatever Your word says is true, even if science, philosophy and earthly wisdom disagree.
Keep me steadfast in Your word, a word that will endure until the end of time. Help me to endure any ridicule
that comes my way for clinging to Your word. In the end, You will be proved right when You speak and prevail
when You judge. Grant that I may always long for Christ, Your wisdom and power. Amen.
.
Today’s Service: Service of the Word, NPH, Gathering Rite, GIA; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI
license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: Lent shows us that God is serious about all of his Word.

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CWS 715 “What Grace Is This!”
What grace is this! My Lord and King Has set His face to suffering.
My God eternal dies to bring Eternal life to me.
What grace is this— That very God Would stoop to lift a cross of wood.
And walk a road of rock and blood, A sinner’s road, for me.
What grace is this! Though Lord of all, He yields to Pontius Pilate’s law
And lets the Roman hammers draw A rush of blood for me.
What grace is this! Rude agonies! With common thieves He hangs and bleeds.
The sinless Son bears each misdeed. He prays for all, for me.
What grace is this! Once wrapped in cloths And gently laid in manger trough,
He’s taken, dead, from wretched cross And wrapped again for me.
What grace is this? How can it be He wears this raw humility
To lift me to eternity. Such grace—sweet grace—for me.
Gathering Rite (Congregation sings the refrain, Pastor sings the verses, Congregation sings the refrain as
indicated throughout the song)

P: O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. My heart cries out for Your presence; it is You I seek.
Refrain:
P: As watchman who waits upon the daylight, wait for the Lord. I trust in Your kindness and redemption and
Your faithful word.
Refrain:
P: Before all the mountains were begotten and earth took shape, even then, O Lord, You were our refuge
throughout ev’ry age.
Refrain:

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)
Confession, Kyrie, Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P:

1. Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert:
2. Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation:
3. Lord Jesus, the flood of living water:

P: Having heard your confession, I assure you that our gracious Father in heaven has heard your prayer, and by
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (spoken) (immediately repeat the refrain)

The Collect
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, look with favor on Your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of Your power to defend
us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The First Lesson: EXODUS 20:1-17 (These are the commandments--not the suggestions or pious wishes!--of the LORD our

God. As Luther reminds us, the word LORD really means Savior. As Savior He gives Himself to us. But in doing so He remains God.
We do not become God; He gives Himself to us as Savior on His terms, not ours. So He saves us from our slavery in Egypt; He saves
us from our running back again to slavery. But every time He saves us it is so that we can live in obedience, not in license. Notice that
such obedience starts with love for God and shows itself in service to our neighbor. Love and service are never perfect, and therefore
His work as Savior is our constant need. But love and service are never optional either. Thus He gave the law not because He needed
our obedience, but because our neighbor needs our obedience to the law and we need his / her. God chooses to take it personally if we
hurt the other, whom He loves as much as He loves us. That makes God, even in the law, always the One who loves us; it makes us
always what we see so plainly in Lent, sinners. Jesus came to Lent to rescue us from slavery, and He brings back again not to license,
but to obedience.)

P: And God spoke all these words:

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

C: “You shall have no other gods before Me.

P: “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for
C: I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of
those who love Me and keep My commandments. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your
God,
P: for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name.
C: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

P: Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your
God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female
servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made
the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but He rested on the seventh
day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
C: “Honor your father and your mother,

P: that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
C: “You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.
“You shall not steal.

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or
female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” (NIV 2011)
P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 19

The Second Lesson: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:22-25 (The Jews were not really satisfied with the mirror of the Savior that they
had in the temple. They wanted the repetition of the spectacular miracles of the Exodus, even though they knew that those miracles did
not create a saving relationship with God. That happened only through the promise of the Savior in the Word and in bloody sacrifices
that pictured His work. The Greeks wanted another Socrates or another Aristotle, even though a thousand philosophers who followed
them could bring no peace to the conscience or reason for life. The salvation desperately needed by both Jews and Greeks is to be
found only in submission to God’s solution to our need, in the temple and wisdom of God Incarnate. We see it and receive it in the
weakness of the cross and the power of the Word.)

Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. (NIV 2011)
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P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Song by the Sunday School and Preschool Kids: “Lamb of God”
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: JOHN 2:13-22 (People in Jesus’ day seemed to assume that because they had the temple, the Word, the

sacrifices, they had a license to do whatever they pleased, even in the temple. Not much has changed, has it? But Jesus would have
none of it. He is serious about His Word and about this house and what went on there. For the temple and its sacrifices were supposed
to mirror what Jesus Himself was: God’s dwelling place on earth! Let no one think now that Jesus has lost any of His zeal for the
house of the church and His sanctuary in the gospel which bears Him and reveals Him before the world. So great was His love that
He gave Himself to be destroyed; so great was His love that He came back in three days; so great is His love that He continues
dwelling in His sanctuary of Word and sacrament to this day, and through them dwelling in us as His temples. What would He drive
out of you today? The Old Testament lesson tells us.)

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple
courts He found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging
money. 15 So He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and
cattle; He scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold
doves He said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning My Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples
remembered that it is written: “Zeal for Your house will consume Me.”
13

The Jews then responded to Him, “What sign can You show us to prove Your authority to do all
this?”
18

19

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and You are going to raise it in three
days?” 21 But the temple He had spoken of was His body. 22 After He was raised from the dead, His
disciples recalled what He had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had
spoken.
20

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: CW 345 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o'ertake me, Hopes deceive and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.
When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day.
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide.

The Sermon
Creedal Hymn
The Father’s mighty word once said, “Let there be light!”
Chaotic darkness heard and yielded to His might.
Things great and small—God’s saints confess
His pow’r to bless: God made them all!
Christ Jesus we believe, who came at God’s own hour,
Whom Mary did conceive by Holy Spirit’s pow’r.
Great peace He gives; the Crucified
Who for us died forever lives!
God’s ransomed saints believe in God the Holy Ghost,
By whom we all receive the faith in which we boast.
Forgiven, we shall flee our graves.
The Lord who saves has set us free! (tune, CW 107)
(Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.

The Closing Prayer
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we
either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the
merits and mediation of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Blessing
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen
The Closing Hymn: CW 108 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”
Jesus, Refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life's desert dreary, Savior from the world above,
Oh, how oft Your eyes, offended, Gaze upon a sinner's fall!
Yet, upon the cross extended, You endured the pain of all.
Dare we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow,
As we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-encircled brow?
Since Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest,
Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner's deep distress.
Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You!
May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew,
Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior's side,
Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified!
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / James
Today— Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Wednesday—4th Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00 PM
Service Project / Coffee and Cake in the Café at 6:30 PM
Branch Connection at 8:00 PM
Thursday—Green Team at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Sunday— Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
.
NEW WELS HYMNAL
If you’d like to help with purchasing the new WELS hymnal for the church or for yourself, please see the
bulletin board in the fellowship hall.
USE OF OUR HYMNALS
When are the hymnals and supplements coming back? The plan is to have them back in the pew the Sunday
after Easter.
UPDATING OUR VIDEO & AUDIO
A contract has been signed with DSH Audio Visions LLC to design an updated video / audio system for our
church. Once the design is complete, we will look at installing different phases of the design to upgrade our
video / audio system.
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECTS
Instead of Lenten meals this year, New Life will work on a service project prior to each of the six-mid week
Lenten services. The service project will consist of putting together care packages for residents of Auberge, the
memory care facility next door to church. Come and help put a personal touch on care packages for those who
have been isolated from family due to the pandemic. The activity will begin at 6:30 PM.

LENT 2021 – THE HANDS OF THE PASSION
Whether they were lifted to bless God's chosen people or to stone God's chosen prophets, hands in the Bible are
rarely noticed but always in action. The Hands of the Passion Lenten Series explores the many roles hands played
during the Passion History, from waving palm branches to nailing our Savior to the cross.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 10, 4th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Carlovsky, "Hands of Hypocrisy" (Caiaphas)
March 17, 5th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Schultz, "Hands of Brutality" (Soldiers)
March 24, 6th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Bauer, "Hands of Preservation" (Pilate)
March 28, Palm Sunday, "Hands of Praise" (Disciples and Crowds)
April 1, Maundy Thursday, "Hands of Humility" (Jesus)
April 2, Good Friday, "Nail Pierced Hands" (Jesus)
April 4, Easter Sunday, "Life-Giving Hands" (Jesus)

The Lenten Service begins at 7:00 PM. Due to Covid-19, New Life will omit the Lenten meal prior to the
service. Meetings during March will be moved to Wednesday night to make it possible for as many as possible
to attend Lenten service.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Two Sundays ago, Frieda Krauth, her daughter Andrea Bielski and Andrea’s son Andrew, were received into
membership by transfer from Christ the King in Palatine. If you haven’t met Frieda, Andrea, Andrew or
Andrea’s husband Adalbert, please introduce yourself and make them feel welcome at New Life.
BRANCH CONNECTION
The Branch Connection will have its monthly meeting after Wednesday’s mid-week Lenten Service.

