New Life Ev. Lutheran Church
Lake Zurich, IL
…rooted in the word, growing in faith, reaching out to our uprooted world.
Pastor Andrew Bauer
(847) 438-5018

www.newlife-wels.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Third Sunday in Lent
March 20, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go home
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the
basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of
the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Before Service Prayer: Jesus, long ago You spoke to Moses from the burning bush on Mt. Sinai. When Moses
asked who should he say has sent him to deliver Israel from bondage, You declared, “I AM WHO I AM. This
is what you are to say to the Israelites: “I AM has sent me to you.” Then, when you walked the face of the earth,
You said, “I AM the bread of life: I AM the way the truth and the life; I AM the resurrection and the life.” You
insisted, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” When there is trouble in the world and trouble in my life which causes
me to wonder about Your existence, help me to remember that in You I have a God who is not the “I was,” God
or the ”I will be,” God, but the I AM God, the God who truly exists. Amen.

Today’s Service: Service of the Word, NPH, Gathering Rite, GIA; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI
license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: Where is God? This is one of human beings' most frequently asked and incorrectly answered
questions. We are tempted to believe that evidence of God's presence is found in outward circumstances. We
equate good fortune with God's favor and bad fortune with His judgment. So, as long as nothing terrible is
happening, God must not be too angry with us, right? We are free to go on sinning. Such foolish assumptions
must be crushed. Therefore, God must constantly remind us where He intends to be found—in the gospel. He
makes Himself present in word and sacraments. Because He is always present, we realize the urgent need to
turn away from the sin He despises. Because His presence is graciously hidden, we are drawn to Him for
forgiveness rather than driven away from Him in fear.

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CW 394 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (CW 93 106)
Gathering Rite (Congregation sings the refrain, Soloist sings the verses, Congregation sings the refrain as
indicated throughout the song)

P: O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. My heart cries out for Your presence; it is You I seek.
Refrain:
P: As watchman who waits upon the daylight, wait for the Lord. I trust in Your kindness and redemption and
Your faithful word.
Refrain:
P: Before all the mountains were begotten and earth took shape, even then, O Lord, You were our refuge
throughout ev’ry age.
Refrain:
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)
Confession, Kyrie, Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

L:

1. Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert:
2. Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation:
3. Lord Jesus, the flood of living water:

P: Having heard your confession, I assure you that our gracious Father in heaven has heard your prayer, and by
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (spoken) (immediately repeat the refrain)

The Collect
P: Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways, and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of
Your word; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The First Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15 - The Lord reveals His presence to Moses as flames within a bush, fire that
warms and gives light, yet does not consume.
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock
to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of
the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was
on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the
bush does not burn up.”

When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses!
Moses!”
4

And Moses said, “Here I am.”
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is
holy ground.” 6 Then He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
5

The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to
rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me, and I have seen
the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring My
people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
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But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?”
11

And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you:
When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
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Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
13

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’”
14

God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’
15

“This is My name forever,
the name you shall call Me
from generation to generation. (NIV 2011)
P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: 85a

The Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 - God revealed His presence among the nation of Israel. Instead of
His presence leading to repentant faith, the people of Israel, with a sense of false security, set their hearts on
evil.
For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for
they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless,
God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they
did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and
drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them
did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of
them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were
killed by the destroying angel.
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These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom
the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you
don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is
faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will
also provide a way out so that you can endure it. (NIV 2011)
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P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 13:1-9 - A life with no problems can lead to false security. We are tempted to think
those experiencing hardship are the ones who need to repent. Jesus reminds us that we all need to repent,
regardless of life's circumstances.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you
too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think
they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you
repent, you too will all perish.”

Then He told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for
fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years
now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should
it use up the soil?’
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“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it
bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” (NIV 2011)
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day: CW 712 “Delay Not! Delay Not! (CW 93 337)

The Sermon
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Offering The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings can
also be given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of
New Life’s website.

The Offertory “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (New Life Tone Chime Choir)
The Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
Closing Collect
P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen. (spoken)
The Blessing
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen (spoken)
The Closing Hymn: CW 923 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (Sung to the more familiar melody of CW93
331)
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady
Today—Third Sunday in Lent Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:45 AM
Adult Bible Class 10:45 AM
No Confirmation
Wednesday—Service project, Coffee and Cake at 6:30 PM
4th Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00 PM
Outreach Committee Meeting at 8:00 PM
Thursday—Green Team at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Next Sunday—Fourth Sunday in the Season of Lent Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School at 10:45 AM
Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service on
Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
The Sunday morning Bible class will start using a series of studies that goes together with a video series called
“The Chosen.” Today, the lesson is entitled, “Thunder.”
CALL INFORMATION
On Saturday, March 13, Pastor Bauer received the call to be the pastor at Mt. Sinai Lutheran Church in
Montrose, MI. Pastor Bauer did not ask to receive this call. Over the next couple of weeks, the members of New
Life have a chance to evaluate our congregation’s situation and speak to the pastor about what is best for the
congregation in terms of the pastorate. Pastor Bauer will have an answer no later than April 2nd.
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES
During the season of Lent, New Life will have mid-week Lenten service on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM. In
place of a dinner, New Life will do what she did last year—put together gift bags for the 50 residents at
Auberge next door. Cake and coffee will be served each night. This coming Wednesday evening Rev. William
Schubert from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Zion will be the guest pastor.
EASTER LILY SIGN UP SHEET
An Easter lily sign up sheet has been posted for those who wish to purchase a lily or lilies to adorn the Lord’s
chancel on Easter Sunday.
EASTER BREAKFAST
An Easter breakfast sign up sheet has been posted for those who wish to bring something for our Easter
breakfast which starts at 8:30 AM on Easter Sunday morning prior to the worship service.

