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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you
go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. The windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall.
Before Service Prayer: Father of heaven, God of the daybreak, thank You for this new day. Thank You for
acting for me during the night, so that I can awaken now to this new adventure in life. Help me to live this day
in fullness. Although things might not come out as I want, remain with me and guide my steps so that I know
where to walk. Give me patience so that I do not despair, love so that I am not indifferent, and faith so that I
will not give up after the first try. You give us the energy we need in order to do Your will. Breathe Your Spirit
into me during this hour of worship, so that I may begin this day and week with faith, hope and good will. In the
name of Jesus, Author of this new morning. Amen.
Today’s Service: Divine Service 3, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #11327771.

Today’s Theme: Traditionally this Sunday was called Laetare, “Rejoice Sunday.” We rejoice in the middle of
Lent that God has so fully and so perfectly taken to heart our only real need as sinners, and satisfied it in Christ.
Pastor’s Welcome

Opening Hymn: CW 381 “Grace Has a Thrilling Sound”
Grace has a thrilling sound To each believer's ear;
That peace with God through Christ is found Is news I gladly hear.
Grace first inscribed my name In God's eternal book,
And grace has brought me to the Lamb, Who all my sorrows took.
Grace led my wand'ring feet To tread the heav'nly road,
And grace supplies each hour I meet While pressing on to God.
Grace taught my soul to pray And made my eyes o'erflow;
His grace has kept me to this day And will not let me go.
Grace all our work shall crown Through everlasting days;
The heav'nly home God gives His own Shall echo with our praise.

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Confession of Sins
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with at true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking Him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
The Kyrie

Absolution
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. As a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
The song of praise is omitted during Lent.

The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask You graciously to
cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with Your salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The First Lesson: EPHESIANS 2:4-10 (Because of Christ’s death and resurrection God sees us as already in heaven!

Could anything be more opposite than being dead in transgressions, our natural state? The grace is incomparable. By definition it
cannot be earned or deserved. Look to the cross and then live in the works which God has prescribed and prepared in the law, works
of obedience to Him and love to our neighbor. For our problem has been solved. There is nothing else for us to be concerned about
than looking to the cross and living as those who are already as good as in heaven. To murmur and complain, to live as though we
had yet to find peace or purpose, help or happiness, that is all as silly as it is perverse. In Christ we already have it all. Therefore,
even in the middle of Lent, Laetare, “Rejoice!”)

But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages
He might show the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (NIV 2011)
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Verse of the Day: (sung by the soloist) For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)
Stand

The Gospel Lesson: JOHN 3:14-21 (How hideous that snake on the pole! It was a reminder of the pain inflicted by the

snake’s bite and even more a reminder of the cause of the snake’s bite—sin. Now we, too, look in Lent at something initially hideous.
Christ on the cross is horrible to look at since His suffering is what we deserve to suffer and a reminder of the greatness of our sin and
guilt. But only at the cross do we even begin to grasp the depth also of God’s love. He himself turns our eyes to that tree and gives us
the balm of healing that lasts into eternity. In the Bible light is often a metaphor for truth and joy. Therefore Laetare! For this is the
truth that brings pure joy. There is no other balm for sinners. Jesus is not just one religious leader among many. He is the only Savior
and the only possible Savior. Those who seek another will feel the full fury of God for rejecting so great a salvation, so loving a
Savior.)

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[a] 15 that
everyone who believes may have eternal life in Him.”
14

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and
only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into
the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. (NIV
2011)
16

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: CW 391 “God Loved the World So that He Gave”
God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive.
Christ is the solid rock of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death.
All who confide in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone.
God would not have the sinner die-- His Son with saving grace is nigh.
His Spirit in the Word does teach How we the blessed goal may reach.
Be of good cheer, for God's own Son Forgives the sins that you have done.
You're justified by Jesus' blood; Baptized, you are a child of God.
When you are sick, when death draws near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death-- This is the anchor of my faith!
Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!

The Sermon
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

The Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the
service.)
The Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who demonstrated His mercy and grace to
sinners. While we were still weak, He died for the ungodly; while we were still sinners, He died for us. Through
Your love in Christ beyond compare, prepare our hearts, minds, hands, and lips to celebrate this Meal and
receive Your body and Your blood given and shed for us in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

The Words of Institution (spoken by the pastor)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God

Our Communion Practice
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or
other WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.
The Distribution Hymn: CW 110 “My Song is Love Unknown”
My song is love unknown, My Savior's love to me,
Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I That for my sake
My Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow,
But such disdain! So few The longed-for Christ would know!
But oh, my friend, My friend indeed,
Who at my need His life did spend!
Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing,
Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King.
Then "Crucify!" Is all their breath,
And for His death They thirst and cry.
Why? What has my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run; He gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these
Themselves displease And 'gainst Him rise.
They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away.
A murderer they save; The Prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful He To suff'ring goes
That He His foes From death might free.
In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave.
What may I say? Heav'n was His home
But mine the tomb Wherein He lay.
Here might I stay and sing; No story so divine,
Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend, In whose sweet praise
I all my days Could gladly spend!

The Song of Simeon

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
P: We give thanks, Lord our God, that in this sacrament You have again assured us of the forgiveness of our
sins. Grant that the faith in our hearts may be demonstrated in the living out of our days, through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn: CW 379 “Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound”
Amazing grace -- how sweet the sound-- That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see.
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.
When we've been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise Than when we'd first begun.
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / Bolzman
Today— Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Wednesday— Early Childhood Education Staff Meeting at 5:30 PM
5th Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00 PM
Service Project / Coffee and Cake in the Café at 6:30 PM
Tone Chime Choir at 8:00 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Sunday— Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class (Spring Break)
.
NEW WELS HYMNAL
If you’d like to help with purchasing the new WELS hymnal for the church or for yourself, please see the
bulletin board in the fellowship hall.
USE OF OUR HYMNALS
When are the hymnals and supplements coming back? The plan is to have them back in the pew the Sunday
after Easter.
UPDATING OUR VIDEO & AUDIO

A contract has been signed with DSH Audio Visions LLC to design an updated video / audio system for our
church. Once the design is complete, we will look at installing different phases of the design to upgrade our
video / audio system.
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECTS
Instead of Lenten meals this year, New Life will work on a service project prior to each of the six-mid week
Lenten services. The service project will consist of putting together care packages for residents of Auberge, the
memory care facility next door to church. Come and help put a personal touch on care packages for those who
have been isolated from family due to the pandemic. The activity will begin at 6:30 PM.
LENT 2021 – THE HANDS OF THE PASSION
Whether they were lifted to bless God's chosen people or to stone God's chosen prophets, hands in the Bible are
rarely noticed but always in action. The Hands of the Passion Lenten Series explores the many roles hands played
during the Passion History, from waving palm branches to nailing our Savior to the cross.
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 17, 5th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Schultz, "Hands of Brutality" (Soldiers)
March 24, 6th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Bauer, "Hands of Preservation" (Pilate)
March 28, Palm Sunday, "Hands of Praise" (Disciples and Crowds)
April 1, Maundy Thursday, "Hands of Humility" (Jesus)
April 2, Good Friday, "Nail Pierced Hands" (Jesus)
April 4, Easter Sunday, "Life-Giving Hands" (Jesus)

The Lenten Service begins at 7:00 PM. Due to Covid-19, New Life will omit the Lenten meal prior to the
service. Meetings during March will be moved to Wednesday night to make it possible for as many as possible
to attend Lenten service.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Two Sundays ago, Frieda Krauth, her daughter Andrea Bielski and Andrea’s son Andrew, were received into
membership by transfer from Christ the King in Palatine. If you haven’t met Frieda, Andrea, Andrew or
Andrea’s husband Adalbert, please introduce yourself and make them feel welcome at New Life.
PRESCHOOL STAFF MEETING
The preschool staff will have a staff meeting at 5:30 PM this coming Wednesday.
EASTER PLANS
o A breakfast will be prepared, placed into separate containers, and served by the Church Council
o An Easter Egg hunt will take place on Easter Sunday after the Easter Service.
o Where the service will be held will be determined by the Lord who controls the weather.
o An Easter Lily sign up sheet has been posted on the bulletin board downstairs.

