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Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 21, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of
the church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before
you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. The windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall.
Before Service Prayer: Almighty God, You divide the day from the night. Drive far from us all wrong desires,
incline our hearts to keep Your law, and guide our feet in the way of peace. And having done Your will with
cheerfulness while it is day, grant that when evening comes, we may rejoice in giving You thanks. Amen.
.
Today’s Service: Service of the Word, NPH, Gathering Rite, GIA; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI
license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: The readings this Sunday tie Lent together with both Epiphany and Easter. In them Jesus shows

His glory as a saving glory but a glory that is hidden under a blanket of suffering and a veil of humiliation.

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CWS 713 “In Silent Pain the Eternal Son”
In silent pain th’ eternal Son Hangs derelict and still;
In darkened day His work is done, Fulfilled His Father’s will.
Uplifted for the world to see He hangs in strangest victory,
For in His body on the tree He carries all our ill.
He died that we might die to sin And live for righteousness;
The earth is stained to make us clean And bring us into peace.
For peace He came and met its cost; He gave Himself to save the lost;
He loved us to the uttermost And paid for our release.
For strife He came, to bring a sword, The truth to end all lies;
To rule in us, our patient Lord, Until all evil dies:
For in His hand He holds the stars, His voice shall speak to end our wars,
And those who love Him see His scars And look into His eyes.

Gathering Rite (Congregation sings the refrain, Pastor sings the verses, Congregation sings the refrain as
indicated throughout the song)

P: The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I fear? The Lord is my life and my refuge, when I call
God hears.
Refrain:
P: If You dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand? But with You there is mercy and
forgiveness and a guiding hand.
Refrain:
P: O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. My heart cries out for Your presence; it is You I seek.
Refrain:

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)
Confession, Kyrie, Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P:

1. Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert:
2. Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation:
3. Lord Jesus, the flood of living water:

P: Having heard your confession, I assure you that our gracious Father in heaven has heard your prayer, and by
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (spoken) (immediately repeat the refrain)

The Collect
P: Let us pray.
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed Your will and bore the cross for our salvation
that through His anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The First Lesson: JEREMIAH 31:31-34 (The bottom line of the reading is indeed the bottom line. Remember that Lent is

for sinners. Nothing that Jesus suffers in His Passion is because of His own guilt. God gave Israel and Judah everything, and that by
grace alone. They threw it all away. So what did God do? He establishes a new covenant by forgiving wickedness (i.e., even deliberate
sins, mortal sins) and remembering all the rest of their sins no more! But where is Israel and where is Judah today? Even that
covenant they did not want. What about you? As Jeremiah says elsewhere, Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Do not turn aside
from the covenant by which God judged and condemned His Son just for you; that comes from the heart of God and is about to flow
from the sacred Five Wounds! Rather follow after Him and embrace Him in this new covenant in these remaining days of His
Passion!)

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
32
It will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke My covenant,
though I was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD.
33
“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put My law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be My people.
34
No longer will they teach their neighbor,
or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.” (NIV 2011)
31

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 115 CWS

The Second Lesson: HEBREWS 5:7-10 (Let no one think that the suffering of Christ was easy. It was very real indeed. His

cries for deliverance were not fully answered until His resurrection on Easter Sunday when with both natures He showed Himself
triumphant. While enduring that suffering what did He think about? He thought about sinners; He thought about you and about me!
Out of love for you, the Father did not answer His cries at once. The Son did not cut short the time of His anguish because He did not
want you and me to suffer what He was suffering. By His patient endurance and humiliation He became our perfect Savior. To us the
joy that Jesus expresses in the Gospel lesson and the anguish evidenced in this reading seem incongruous and mutually exclusive. But
to Jesus the two are inseparably linked by the end result our salvation!)

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, He offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and
tears to the One who could save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverent
submission. 8 Son though He was, He learned obedience from what He suffered 9 and, once made
perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him 10 and was designated by
God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. (NIV 2011)
7

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclimation: (sung by the soloist) I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he
die, yet shall he live. (John 11:25 ESV)
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: JOHN 12:20-33 (We properly distinguish between Christ’s state of humiliation and His state of

exaltation. But on this Sunday Jesus makes these astonishing declarations: He sees His glory as beginning with His ultimate
humiliation. He has come to suffer. He has come to die. As horrible as that will be, and as deeply as He will feel it all, He looks ahead
to the fruit of His Passion (traditionally one of the names for this Sunday is Passion Sunday). And what is the fruit of His Passion?
That He can finally leave and be rid of us and all our foolishness and perversity? No, not at all! It is rather that by His cross He may
draw us to Himself! That is His glory! Can you think of anything more worthy of your attention this week? The other traditional name
for this Sunday is Judica; it is the Sunday of judgment on which Christ is judged along with the devil and the world—all three are
condemned. Christ is condemned for us that the devil may be condemned forever and lose his claim on us.)

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see
Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
20

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves Me must follow Me; and where I am, My servant also will
be. My Father will honor the one who serves Me.
23

“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? No, it was for this
very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name!”
27

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was
there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to Him.
Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not Mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all people to Myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. (NIV 2011)
30

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day: CW 387 “Drawn to the Cross”
Drawn to the cross, which You have blessed With healing gifts for souls distressed,
To find in You my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come.
How well You know my griefs and fears, Your grace abused, my misspent years;
So now to You with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come.
Wash me and take away each stain; Let nothing of my sin remain.
For cleansing through Your cross and pain, Christ crucified, I come.
To pledge my labor willingly, Which shall so sweet a service be
That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come.

The Sermon
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.

The Closing Prayer
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we
either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the
merits and mediation of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Blessing
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen
The Closing Hymn: CW 122 “Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle” (vs. 1,4,5)
Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; Sing the ending of the fray.
Now above the cross, the trophy, Sound the loud triumphant lay.
Tell how Christ, the world's Redeemer, As a victim won the day.
Faithful cross, true sign of triumph, Be for all the noblest tree;
None in foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit Your equal be,
Symbol of the world's redemption, For Your burden makes us free.
Unto God be praise and glory; To the Father and the Son,
To th' eternal Spirit honor Now and evermore be done -Praise and glory in the highest While the timeless ages run.

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady
Today— Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation—Spring Break
Monday through Friday, no preschool, spring break
Wednesday—6th Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00 PM
Service Project / Coffee and Cake in the Café at 6:30 PM
Thursday—No Green Team—Spring Break
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Sunday— Communion Service / Palm Sunday at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
.
NEW WELS HYMNAL
If you’d like to help with purchasing the new WELS hymnal for the church or for yourself, please see the
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Members have vouched for 54 hymnals and several other books. Our goal
is to purchase 100 hymnals, so we are over halfway to our goal.
USE OF OUR HYMNALS
When are the hymnals and supplements coming back? The plan is to have them back in the pew the Sunday
after Easter.
UPDATING OUR VIDEO & AUDIO
A contract has been signed with DSH Audio Visions LLC to design an updated video / audio system for our
church. Once the design is complete, we will look at installing different phases of the design to upgrade our
video / audio system. At the current time we are also trying to take advantage of a Siebert Foundation grant that
offers a 9 to 1 match on gifts given for this purpose up to $5,000.
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECTS
Instead of Lenten meals this year, New Life will work on a service project prior to each of the six-mid week
Lenten services. The service project this Wednesday will consist of putting together the Easter Sunday Egg hunt
material. The activity will begin at 6:30 PM.
ADOPT-A-SEMINARIAN
Benjamin Bitter is here today, doing the liturgy for our service.

EASTER PLANS
o A breakfast will be prepared, placed into separate containers, and served by the Church Council
o An Easter Egg hunt will take place on Easter Sunday after the Easter Service.
o Where the service will be held will be determined by the Lord who controls the weather.
o An Easter Lily sign up sheet has been posted on the bulletin board downstairs.
LENT 2021 – THE HANDS OF THE PASSION
Whether they were lifted to bless God's chosen people or to stone God's chosen prophets, hands in the Bible are
rarely noticed but always in action. The Hands of the Passion Lenten Series explores the many roles hands played
during the Passion History, from waving palm branches to nailing our Savior to the cross.
•
•
•
•
•

March 24, 6th Mid-Week Service, Pastor Bauer, "Hands of Preservation" (Pilate)
March 28, Palm Sunday, "Hands of Praise" (Disciples and Crowds)
April 1, Maundy Thursday, "Hands of Humility" (Jesus)
April 2, Good Friday, "Nail Pierced Hands" (Jesus)
April 4, Easter Sunday, "Life-Giving Hands" (Jesus)

The Lenten Service begins at 7:00 PM. Due to Covid-19, New Life will omit the Lenten meal prior to the
service. Meetings during March will be moved to Wednesday night to make it possible for as many as possible
to attend Lenten service.

