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Third Sunday in Advent—Meditatio
December 13, 2020
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or on the
coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go home today, please sign our guest
book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite
you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main entryway or the
exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired directly to the fire department. Remember,
we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off the projector
screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks everyone to wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall.

Before Service Prayer: Dear Father, the time is near for us to commemorate the birth of Your Son, our Savior.
We wish to receive Him into our hearts. But heavenly Father, my heart is stained with sin. It is not fit as a
home for one so pure and holy. There is pride, doubt, insincerity, false humility, and fleshly desire to want my
will and not Yours be done. That is why I come to You and ask that You not only forgive me this uninviting
heart, but that You use Your Word to root out all that makes me unfit to be called Your own. Let me look
forward, not only to the arrival of the Babe of Bethlehem, but also the arrival of the King of kings as He comes
in glory. Amen.
Today’s Service: The setting of the liturgy used in this service, prepared by David Haas and published by GIA Publications in

1998 is entitled, “Jesus, the Compassion of God.” The service is used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement
#A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: The second Advent activity prescribed by Martin Luther for the making of a disciple is
Meditatio—Meditation on God’s word.

Pastor’s Welcome
Lighting of the Advent Wreath—The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes our patient anticipation of Christ’s coming
which draws nearer and nearer.

P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light:
C: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9:2)
P: You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;
C: They rejoice before You as people rejoice at the harvest. (Isaiah 9:3)
P: Christ Himself has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, shattering the yoke of sin that burdened us.
(Isaiah 53:4)

C: He restores to us the joy of salvation and grants us willing spirits. By His stripes our weary souls are
healed.

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, You give strength to the weary and pronounce blessings on those who mourn. You have sent us
a Savior. You have made us Your people. Fill our hearts with joy that flows from the forgiveness of our sins,
joy powered by the resurrection of our living Savior, that we may shine like the stars of the heavens, bringing
glory to You; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
Three Advent candles are lit during the Opening Hymn.

Confession and Absolution
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in my
thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.
C: Amen.
Glory to God
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

Prayer of the Day
P: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son. By His coming give us strength in our
conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen. (spoken)
The First Lesson: Joshua 1:7-9 (The Lord tells Joshua how to stay strong—Joshua is to meditate on the law of the Lord day
and night.)

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not
turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of
the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you
wherever you go.” (NIV 2011)
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P: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 119c

Oh, how I love Your law
I meditate on it all day long
I have more insight than all my teachers,
for I meditate on Your statutes.
I have more understanding than the elders,
for I obey Your precepts.
Refrain

I have kept my feet from every evil path
so that I might obey Your word.
I have not departed from Your laws,
for You Yourself have taught me.
How sweet are Your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
The Second Lesson: Philippians 4:4-9 (In a world where there are so many horrible things, Paul encourages God’s people to
meditate on the pure and lovely things that are found in God’s word.)

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord
is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such
things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
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P: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:
The soloist sings the refrain first. The congregation repeats. The soloist sings the verses. Repeat the refrain as indicated.

Speak, Lord, Your servant is listening; You have the words of everlasting life. (Refrain)
Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life; You have the words of everlasting life. (Refrain)
Prepare God’s path, make straight God’s highway: And all shall see the saving pow’r of God. (Refrain)

The Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:15-20 (Mary practiced the art of meditatio. She pondered all the things she saw and heard when
Jesus was born. She did the same when Jesus was age 12 and was found in His Father’s house.)

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had
seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. (NIV 2011)
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P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to You, O Christ. (spoken)
Hymn of the Day:

CWS 702 “Prepare the Royal Highway”

Prepare the royal highway the King of kings is near;
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!
Then greet the king of glory, Foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s word.

God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal King!
Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s word.
Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised King!
Your King, yet every nation Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him! All voices, now adore Him!
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s word.
His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom, And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s word.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
Offertory
The Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.

The Holy Communion
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he
called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious
song:

Holy, Holy Holy

Words of Institution (spoken by the Pastor)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
Lamb of God

Our Communion Practice
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or other
WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.

The Distribution Hymn:

CW 5 “As Angels Joyed with One Accord”

As angels joyed with one accord Upon the advent of our Lord,
So laud we all and bless the name of Him who from the Father came.
He came, not clothed in majesty Nor pow’r that suits His deity.
In lowly state He walked till He In dying set us captives free.
This done, He soared to God’s right hand, Yet orphaned not His chosen band,
For He, not bound in grace and pow’r Attends His own each day and hour.
In ev’ry age let praise abound He comes; we hear His voice resound.
His glorious gospel does not cease To bring us comfort, joy and peace.
He comes in water to the child And cleanses it, from birth defiled.
This washing seals His pard’ning grace And shows the Father’s kindly face.
He comes to us in bread and wine To give Himself and gifts divine.
Oh, praise Him for this sacrament, Redeeming love’s great testament!
Lift up your heads! All grief and pain Shall vanish when He comes again.
Where we shall see Him face to face, There joy alone shall have a place.
Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that through it
You will strengthen our faith in You and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: CW 21 “Hosanna to the Coming Lord”
Hosanna to the coming Lord! Hosanna to the incarnate Word!
To Christ, Creator, Savior, King Let earth, let heav'n hosanna sing.
O Savior, with protecting care Abide in this Your house of prayer,
Where we Your parting promise claim, Assembled in Your sacred name.
O Advent King, our sins forgive; Come in our lives and hearts to live,
And let our humble souls become A temple worthy of Your name.
Then in the last and dreadful day, When earth and heav'n shall melt away,
Your flock, redeemed from sinful stain, Shall swell the sound of praise again.

Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Joe Berg / James
Today— Advent 3—Meditatio—Divine Service with Holy Communion at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Monday—Tone Chime choir rehearsal at 7:00 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Next Sunday—Advent 4—Tentatio—Divine Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Preschool Christmas program at 1:30 PM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM.

Volunteers are needed to bring something to eat and drink for fellowship on Sunday mornings. Please sign up
on the sheet in the lower level.
Adult Bible Class will be held in the chapel this morning at 10:45. The class will be studying the Fifth and Sixth
Commandments this morning.
Offering envelopes for the calendar year 2021 have been assigned. You can pick up the offering envelopes off
the table around the corner by the New Life café.
The packet of envelopes also contains an updated copy of the New Life Endowment Fund flier for 2021. The
flier provides information on donations to the fund and contributions made from the fund.
The flowers in the Lord’s chancel are placed there in memory of Bill Plautz by Pat Plautz.
Video of today’s service AND AUDIO are being broadcast in the New Life Café for those who feel more
comfortable being more socially distanced but still want to be in the Lord’s house for the Lord’s day.
Upcoming Special Services
Christmas Eve Day Children’s Service
Thursday, Dec. 24th at 6:30 PM
Christmas Day Service
Friday, Dec. 25th at 10:30 AM

