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First Sunday Advent 
November 27, 2022 

 
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today.  You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or 
on the coat rack downstairs.  The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.  Before you go home 
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way.  Also, refreshments are served in the 
fellowship hall after our service this morning.  We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink. 
 
Our lower level is wired for sound.  If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of 
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main 
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel.  Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired 
directly to the fire department.  Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency. 
 
 
Before Service Prayer:  My Savior and my King, You bring joy to my heart this season.  You came to earth to 
live and die in my place.  Your victory over sin and death belong to me through faith.  Help me now also to find 
joy in living for You.  As we find joy in doing things for others, help us to find joy in amending our sinful lives 
and “producing fruits in keeping with repentance.”  Give us the wisdom to see that if we repent of our sins, yet 
continue in them, we are not truly penitent.  So that I may be genuinely repentant, send Your Holy Spirit to 
work in me sorrow over my sin, faith in You as my only Savior and a life which is new and different, lived to 
Your glory.  I ask this in Your name.  Amen. 
 
 
Today’s Service:  “Lead Us to Your Light” GIA gathering rite and Service Setting Three, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
800156 and under CCLI license #1132777. 
 
Today’s Theme:  COME, LORD JESUS! - AS KING 
 
 Why would the Church Year begin with a gospel reading that describes an event near the very end of Jesus’ life—
His entry into Jerusalem at the start of Holy Week? Because the events of Palm Sunday serve as a perfect summary of the 
entire plan of salvation.  
              It is an odd sight, this man riding into Jerusalem on a baby donkey, to cheers and the celebratory waving of palm 
branches. Understandably, many asked, “Who is this?” The answer: This is not just a rabbi. This is the King of all 
Creation. This is God Almighty wrapped in flesh. Yet, He does not enter Jerusalem with all His glory and power on 
display. The King hides all that and rides into Jerusalem so that He might also be our priest and sacrifice.  
              This is a King unlike any other ruler who has ever lived. For He is infinitely greater than all other kings, while 
simultaneously being infinitely humbler. This King is willing to trade His crown of glory for one made of thorns. This 
King comes not demanding our service but to serve us. You look at how good, how loving is this King, and you ask that 
question upon which eternity hinges. “Who is this?” As we march through this new Church Year, the answer becomes 
crystal clear. This King is the Savior of the nations.  

http://www.newlife-wels.org/


Pastor’s Welcome 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath—The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes our patient anticipation of Christ’s coming 
which draws nearer and nearer. 
 
 
P:  We light one candle. 
C:  And we pray for peace. 
 
P:  We light one candle. 
C:  And we pray that swords will be turned into plowshares. 
 
P:  We look forward to the arrival of God's Son, our Prince of Peace. 
C:  Come to us, O Prince of Peace. 
 
P:  We await the time when wars will cease and dividing walls will break down. 
C:  Come to us, O Prince of Peace. 
 
P:  We seek the One who will calm our hearts and minds with His love. 
C:  Light our path to peace, O Lord, with Your glorious presence. Amen. 
 
One Advent candle is lit during the Opening Hymn. 
 
 
Opening Hymn:  “We Light the Advent Candle”  (CWS 702) 
 
We light the Advent candle   And wait for Christ to Come 
With hope we trust the promise  That he will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior  Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light  Till God makes all things right! 

 

 

LEAD US TO YOUR LIGHT 

 The soloist introduces the refrain. Then the congregation repeats the refrain and sings it again as indicated.  The soloist 
sings the verses. 

 
    
   Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber, 
   Banish the darkness of night.  Refrain. 
 
   Child of the light and love beyond all telling, 
   Fill our hearts with wonder and praise.  Refrain. 



GREETING 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
P: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you. 

  
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
P: The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers His grace and love. It is good for us to repent of our sins and to 

plead for His mercy. 
 
P: Lord Jesus, You came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. Lord, have mercy. 

 
 
P: You come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. Christ, have mercy. 

 
 
P: You will come in glory with salvation for Your people. Lord, have mercy. 

 
 
P: May almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:     Amen. (spoken) 



P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. (CWS 701) 
 

 

 

 
 
SALUTATION 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:  Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from the threatening dangers of 
our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 



WORD  
 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5 – In the future, when our King comes again, He will transform this world. 
   

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

2 In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
    as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
    and all nations will stream to it. 
3 Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us His ways, 
    so that we may walk in His paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He will judge between the nations 
    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
    nor will they train for war anymore. 
5 Come, descendants of Jacob, 
    let us walk in the light of the LORD.    (NIV 2011) 
 
P:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
 
All:  Refrain 
 

 
 
Pastor:  Come to us, Emmanuel; come set Your people free. 
 
All:  Refrain. 
 
 
Stand 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 – The King of all Creation comes to us in total humility, willing to do 
everything necessary to save us from our sin. 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied 
there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say 
that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”  
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and 
placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead 
of Him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”[c] 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23836c


10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”  (NIV 2011) 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
Sit 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW  302 “Prepare the Royal Highway (CWS 702) 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
CREED  The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.   
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 
OFFERING The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar.  Offerings can 
also be given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of 
New Life’s website. 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY   
 



 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God. Trusting in Your promises, we bless You for Your abiding presence in Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has come to this earth and has taken upon Himself the sins of the world. By 
His sacrificial death and His glorious rising from the grave, He has opened to us the very gates of heaven. With 
all the company around the throne of the Lamb in His kingdom, we lift our voices and sing: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
 

 
 
         (continued on the next page) 



 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love You made us the crown of Your 
creation. In mercy You planned our salvation. In grace You sent Your Son to redeem us from sin. 
 
We remember and give You thanks that Your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us, that He willingly placed Himself under law to redeem those under law, that He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to death on a cross, that He has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 
 
Bless us as we receive Your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our faith, 
strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to His eternal feast. 
Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to You, O God our Father, and to Your Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
(Spoken by the pastor.) 
 



P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
NEW LIFE’S COMMUNION PRACTICE 
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.”  We ask that only members of New Life or other 
WES or ELS churches partake of the sacrament.  We ask our visitors to please respect our communion practice. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN  CW 305 “Life Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” (CW93 3)) 
 
P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
C:  His mercy endures forever. 
 



P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C:  We proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
 
CLOSING COLLECT 
 
P:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your great love for us is beyond comprehension. We thank You for 
granting us peace, pardon, and comfort at Your blessed Table of grace. Strengthen us through what we have 
here received and keep us steadfast throughout our pilgrimage on earth, bringing us at last to Your eternal house 
in heaven. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN     CW 309 “The Advent of Our King” (CW93 1) 
 

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week 
 
Cleaning this Week:  Daugherty and Dundore 
 
Today— First Sunday in the Season of Advent Communion Services at 9:30 AM  

Fellowship at 10:30 AM 
Sunday School at 10:45 AM, Adult Bible Class in the New Life Café   

 No Confirmation Class 
Monday—Preschool resumes 
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM  
Sunday—Second Sunday in Advent, Advent Fest, A Service of Nine Advent Lessons and Carols at 9:30 AM  
 Fellowship at 10:30 AM  
 Advent Craft for the entire family at 10:45 AM 
 Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM  
 
CALL TO OKLAHOMA CITY 
On November 10 Pastor Bauer was informed he’s received the call to be pastor at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Pastor Bauer will announce his decision on Sunday, December 11. 
 
365 DAY BIBLES 
The start of a new year is a good time to start a “read through the Bible” program. There are 365 day Bibles on the table in 
the entryway you can use to assist in this effort. 
 
POINSETTIA SIGN UP SHEET 
If you’d like to purchase a poinsettia to adorn the Lord’s chancel at Christmas, you can use the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. A poinsettia costs $8. 
 
ADVENT CALENDARS 
Advent calendars can be found on the table near the New Life Café.  
 
THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED 
New Life hosted 28 Naval recruits on Thanksgiving Day, the most ever. Thanks to everyone who helped, especially Joe 
and Sheila Berg and Donna Bolzman, who stayed late to clean up the church.   
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