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First Sunday in Advent—Luther’s “Oratio”
November 29, 2020
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of
the church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before
you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks everyone to wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall, which has
been cleared of tables and chairs to make social distancing possible.

Before Service Prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, thank You for Your Word, Your voice to us still today.
When our doubts and fears and busyness make us deaf to Your voice, makes us mute that we may listen to You,
hear Your love and believe. Help us to treasure Your Word and drive all fear from us, that we may live in You
alone, and rightly celebrate the birth of Your Son; through the same Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Today’s Service: “Prepare! Prepare!” GIA gathering rite and Service of the Word, NPH, reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.

Today’s Theme: Luther’s famous triad on discipleship consists of Oratio (prayer) Meditatio (meditation on
Scripture) and Tentatio (dealing with trials and temptations). On the three Sundays of Advent (not including
Advent Fest next Sunday, we will focus our attention on each of these three aspects of discipleship as it relates
to the Advent season. Today, our focus will be on Oratio—Prayer.
Pastor’s Welcome
Lighting of the Advent Wreath—The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes our patient anticipation of Christ’s coming
which draws nearer and nearer.

P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light:
C: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. (Is. 9:2)
P: Our Savior Jesus said, “You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do
not expect Him.” (Matt. 24:44)
C: All will have to give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. (1 Peter 4:5)
P: Christ Himself has given apostles, prophets, pastor and teachers to make God’s people ready for works of
service. (Eph. 4:11)
C: He will strengthen our hands and move our lips to do His work and speak His praise.
One Advent candle is lit during the Opening Hymn.

Opening Hymn: “Light One Candle”

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, You strengthen us that we may cast away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.
With Word and Sacrament, make ready our hearts. Make us ready to receive Your word and live it daily. Make
us ready to live our faith through love and service. Make us ready to wrestle with You constantly in prayer. And
finally, make us ready to meet You face to face on the day Your Son comes to judge the living and the dead;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

PREPARE! PREPARE!
The soloist introduces the refrain and sings verse 1. The congregation sings the refrain after verses 1 & 2 and
sings it as indicated, noting that the refrain is sung twice, dropping the ending “Oh,” the second time through.

Soloist: Prepare the way, the way of the Lord. Ready your hearts. Oh, the Lord our God is coming soon!
(Refrain)
Soloist: Make straight the path, level the hills, lift up the gates. Oh, the Lord our God is coming soon!
(Refrain)
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (spoken)
LORD, HAVE MERCY
P: The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers His grace and love. It is good for us to repent of our sins and to plead
for His mercy.
P: Lord Jesus, You came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. Lord have mercy.
(congregation echoes the minister by singing)

P: You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. Christ have mercy. (congregation echoes the
minister by singing)

P: You will come in glory with salvation for Your people. Lord have mercy. (congregation echoes the
minister by singing)

P: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. (sung once
together)

ABSOLUTION
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all Your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (spoken)
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from the threatening dangers of
our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
The First Lesson: 1 Samuel 1:9-17 (Hannah, the wife of Elkanah, wrestled with God in prayer. She desperately wanted to be

a mother. Lacking pastoral tact, the High Priest--who had two sons of his own whom he had spoiled by being permissive--mistook
Hannah’s fervent prayer as the mumblings of a drunk woman. God, however, hear the prayer and answered it by giving Hannah a son
named Samuel, which means, “God hears.”)

Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was
sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the LORD’s house. 10 In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to
the LORD, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, “LORD Almighty, if You will only look on
Your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget Your servant but give her a son, then I will
give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”
9

As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and
her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, “How
long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.”
12

“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking
wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I
have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”
15

Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of Him.” (NIV
2011)
17

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 24

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it;
for He founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the waters.
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?
Who may stand in His holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
he will receive blessings from God his Savior.
Refrain
Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is He, this King of glory?
The Lord Almighty-He is the King of glory.
Glory be to the Father and 'to the Son
and to the Holy 'Spirit,
as it was in the be'ginning,
is now, and will be forever. 'Amen.
Refrain

The Second Lesson: Ephesians 6:18-20 (At the end of a letter written to a church Paul spent two years serving, Paul
encourages “oratio,” that the Ephesians keep on praying.)

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak,
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I
am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. (NIV 2011)
18

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20)
Alleluia! Come, Lord Jesus!
Hear Thy people as they pray,
For the herald's voice awakes us,
Calls us to prepare the way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Anxiously we wait the Day! (CW 29)
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:5-25a (The people standing outside the temple were engaged in “oratio,” prayer. Zechariah is
startled by the angel Gabriel who brings him the news that God was going to give him a child in his old age, who will be the
forerunner of the Messiah. To Zechariah’s amazement, the angel announced, “Your prayer has been heard!”)

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in
the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were
childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.
8
Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn
incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were
praying outside.
11
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
12
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him:
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his
birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
18
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in
years.”
19
The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak
to you and to tell you this good news.20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day
this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”
5

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the
temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the
temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.
23
When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became
pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. (NIV
2011)
21

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day: CW 2 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Savior of the nations, come; Virgin's Son, make here Your home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.
Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God
Was the Word of God made flesh, Woman's offspring, pure and fresh.
Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child Of the virgin undefiled,
Though by all the world disowned, Yet to be in heav'n enthroned!
From the Father's throne He came And ascended to the same,
Captive leading death and hell -- High the song of triumph swell!
Praise to God the Father sing, Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and eternally.

The Sermon
A Creedal Hymn
Creator of all things that are, the tiny atom, mighty star—
“Let there be light!” a voice was heard, the Father’s all-creating Word.
That Word made flesh with us to dwell is Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Our voices here combine to praise our God, divine!
By God the Holy Ghost conceived, from Mary human form received,
With us He lived, for us He died, by Pontius Pilate crucified.
Raised from the dead victorious, this is Christ Jesus, God with us!
Our many voices, one, sing praise to God the Son!
The Spirit of the Lord is sent, active in word and sacrament,
To bind the Church below, above, in cords of sin-forgiving love
Till, raised from death, we e’er shall dwell with Jesus, our Emmanuel.
With Son and Father praise to Spirit now we raise. (CW 4)

The Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
The Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Closing Collect
P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Benediction
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
The Closing Hymn: CW 9 “Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes”

Jesus, Your Church with longing eyes For Your expected coming waits.
When will the promised light arise And glory beam from heaven's gates?
E'en now, when tempests round us fall And wintry clouds o'ercast the sky,
Your words with pleasure we recall And know that our redemption's nigh.
Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew, Our sins forgive, our foes suppress,
Our rooted enmity subdue, And crown Your gospel with success.
Oh, come and reign o'er ev'ry land; Let Satan from his throne be hurled.
Let nations bow to Your command; Let grace revive a dying world.
Teach us in watchfulness and prayer To wait for Your appointed hour,
And fit us by Your grace to share The triumphs of Your conqu'ring pow'r.
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Dressel
Today—Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Bible Class at 10:45 AM
NO Confirmation Class
Monday—Church Council Meeting at 7:00 PM (Shortened meeting to leave time for Christmas tree set up.)
Tuesday and Wednesday—Advent Activity bag distribution to preschool families.
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Next Sunday— Service of Nine Advent Lessons and Carols at 9:30 AM
Advent Craft for the Family at 10:45 AM (No Sunday School or Adult Bible Class)
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Volunteers are needed to bring something to eat and drink for fellowship on Sunday mornings. Please sign
up on the sheet in the lower level.
Adult Bible Class will be held in the chapel this morning at 10:45. The class will be studying the Fourth and
Fifth Commandments this morning.
The Branch Connection will hold their annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 8th, at 6:00 PM. The
Ladies will be making cards as part of their service project for Christmas. All women of the congregation are
welcome to attend. More details will be included in the December newsletter. Please sign-up on the sign-up
sheet in the lower level.
Tree of Life Lutheran preschool added another student this past week, bringing our total enrollment to 11 fouryear-olds, 9 three-year-olds and 5 two-year-olds.
The Season of Advent begins today. Advent calendars and other devotional tools can be picked up from the
table around the corner of the entryway near the café.

Upcoming Special Services
Advent Festival—Sunday, Dec. 6th
Service of Nine Advent Lessons and Carols at 9:30 AM
Family Craft at 10:45 AM
(No Sunday School or Adult Bible Class that day.)
Christmas Eve Day Children’s Service
Thursday, Dec. 24th at 6:30 PM
Christmas Day Service
Friday, Dec. 25th at 10:30 AM

