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Ash Wednesday
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A warm welcome to those who are visiting us this evening. You may hang your coat
in the entry way of the church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the
basement of this building. Before you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the
podium in the entry way.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service,
you won’t miss any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this evening’s service, you can exit the
building using the main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have
a fire alarm system which is wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the
“Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. The windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the
bulletin or off the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in
the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
Before Service Prayer: We come with a deep sense of our guilt before You, O Lord, and
plead nothing but Your mercy, and the love of Jesus, our Savior. You know that we are dust,
and have no power of ourselves. We have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. But God,
we return, confessing our sins, and renouncing them, praying for grace to be faithful and true.
With the help of Your Holy Spirit may we no more be led by our passions and evil desires.
Through Your Word and Sacraments help us in this season of Lent to overcome our failings,
and give all our powers of mind and body to You for Your service. We pray in the name of
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

This evening’s service: Christian Worship Occasional Services, NPH, reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #11327771.
The congregation gathers in silence.
The Lenten Banner is hung.
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: “Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes”

Remain Seated
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Instructions for the Beginning of Lent
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with Him, to love
all humanity and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our
neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our sin
we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under His judgment but to turn to Him
and live. Therefore, God in His mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under
the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to
be sin for us so that in Him, we might become the righteousness of God.
During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand
of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of His resurrection, we
must also know the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death.
As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away
from love of God and neighbor.
I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit
yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of
reflection and self-examination.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Confession of Sins
P: Most holy and merciful Father.
C: We confess to You and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, by our
own grievous fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone.
P: We have not loved You with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
C: Have mercy on us Lord.
P: We have been deaf to Your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.
We have grieved the Holy Spirit.
C: Have mercy on us, Lord.
P: We confess to You, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.
The past pride, hypocrisy and impatience in our lives
C: We confess to You, O Lord.

P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people
C: We confess to You, O Lord.
P: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than
ourselves
C: We confess to You, O Lord.
P: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work
C: We confess to You, O Lord.
P: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us
C: We confess to You, O Lord.
P: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and
suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty
C: Forgive us, O Lord.
P: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and
contempt for those who differ from us
C: Forgive us, O Lord.
P: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with Your will
C: Forgive us, O Lord.
P: Restore us, good Lord, and let Your anger depart from us.
C: Hear us, Lord, for Your mercy is great.
Those who desire to receive the sign of ashes come forward at the direction of the Pastor.
Imposition of Ashes
The Pastor applies ashes to the forehead of those who desire ashes in the form of a small cross
saying:
P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
After all who desire have received ashes, the Pastor says:
P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of salvation
C: That we may show forth Your glory in the world.
P: By the cross and suffering of Your Son, O Lord,
C: Bring us with all Your saints to the joy of His resurrection.

Absolution
P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but
rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. During these days of Lent, let us
implore God to give us renewal and His Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in true faith and
at the last be received by Him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
Prayer of the Evening:
P: Almighty and merciful God, You never despise what You have made and always forgive
those who turn to You. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our
sins and obtain Your full and gracious pardon; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The First Lesson: 2 SAMUEL 12:1-7a, 13 (One of the devil’s favorite temptations for us in Lent is the temptation to

make comparisons that leave us looking less needy, less desperate, less deserving of God’s wrath and punishment. Then the confession
of sins in private prayers and in the liturgy becomes mere rote, mere empty ritual. Of all the points that can be made in this lesson, the
one that sticks out on Ash Wednesday is the ease with which David condemned his own sins in someone else. Lent is not the time for
looking from side to side to find others guilty of our sins whom we condemn in order to throw off anyone’s suspicion of us. Lent is not
the time to look from side to side at all! It is the time to come silently and alone to look down deep inside, and then to despair. It is the
time to come silently and alone to look up at the cross and see there and there alone our salvation. It is time to confess with David, “I
have sinned against the LORD!” The punishment for that sin Christ will bear in Lent. Chastisement we can expect to bear, the chief
but not the only purpose of which will be to bring us to the cross of Christ to find there alone our salvation.)

The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain
town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but
the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with
him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a
daughter to him.
“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep
or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that
belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”
4

David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man
who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and
had no pity.”
5

7

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

13

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”

Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. (NIV 2011)

Psalm of the Evening: Psalm 51a

The Second Lesson: ACTS 5:1-11 (Among the great lessons that we should learn in Lent is this one: God wants us to be

honest with Him and with ourselves when we come into His presence. The two men in the gospel lesson are typical of those who are
dishonest and honest in the presence of God. This reading makes it very clear that God is in deadly earnest in His call to repentance
and honesty in His presence. Ananias and Sapphira used religion like the Pharisee as a cloak for an unrepentant heart. Would that
they had cried like the publican for mercy when their sin was uncovered! Then they would have found a still merciful Redeemer. It’s
worth noting that their sin as far as the world is concerned seems trivial compared to outright stealing or a host of other great crimes
against the second table of the law. But their sin was not trivial to God; it was the fruit and the evidence of unbelief and idolatry.
Again, we see it: The sins against the second table of the law are sins first and foremost against the First Commandment. As we enter
into this holy season, let us strip away all pretense in the presence of God, make confession from the heart, and then look intently at
Jesus in Lent for His mercy and our redemption. God is serious about it; the cross certainly shows that. May we likewise be serious
about it.)

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his
wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at
the apostles’ feet.
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to
you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you
think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.”
3

When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had
happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and
buried him.
5

About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell
me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?”
7

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”
Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men
who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”
9

At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her
dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all
who heard about these events. (NIV 2011)
10

Verse of the Evening: (Tune, CW 110)

Stand
The Gospel Lesson: LUKE 18:9-14

(There are really only two people in church on Ash Wednesday. One is quite
comfortable and pleased with himself/herself. The Pharisee is indeed a fine fellow. Would that we had more people in the church and
in the world who lived as he lived. He has made good use of God’s blessings. And as far as he is concerned, that proves that he
deserved them. So there is no anguish over sin, no recognition of the despair which should always be ours when we look at ourselves.
There is sense of his desperate need for grace and pardon that covers everything that we are and have and do—especially our good
works, when we imagine that they prove our worthiness. Only confessing sinners are open to that point. The publican was really being
honest; he was indeed a wretch, deserving of nothing. He was by definition and occupation: sinner. That’s who Lent is for, sinners. If
you don’t come to Lent as a sinner, you will miss its whole point and go down to your house with the Pharisee, worse off than you
were when you came.)

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus
told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a
tenth of all I get.’
9

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
13

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” (NIV 2011)
14

Sermon Hymn: CW 412 “Lord Teach Us How to Pray Aright”
Lord, teach us how to pray aright, With rev'rence and with fear.
Though dust and ashes in Your sight, We may, we must draw near.
We suffer if we cease from prayer; Oh, grant us pow'r to pray.
And when to meet You we prepare, Lord, meet us on the way.
Give deep humility; the sense Of godly sorrow give;
A strong desire, with confidence, To hear Your voice and live;
Faith in the only sacrifice That can for sin atone,
To cast our hopes, to fix our eyes On Christ, on Christ alone.
Give these, and then Your will be done; Thus strengthened with Your might
We, through Your Spirit and Your Son, Shall pray, and pray aright.
The Sermon Text: LUKE 18:9-14
The Sermon Theme: Hands of the Passion—Hands of Repentance

(Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the
service.)
Offertory by the Tone Chime Choir: “Were You There?”
The Prayer of the Evening
P: Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Christ, have mercy upon us.
P: Lord, have mercy upon us. O Christ, hear us.
C: O Christ, graciously hear us.
P: O God the Father in heaven; O God the Son, Redeemer of the world; O God the Holy Spirit:
C: Have mercy upon us.
P: O God, who takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their
ways and live;
who called Adam and Eve after their fall to the acknowledgment of their fault and to true
repentance;
who forgave the sins of Your disobedient people at the prayer of Moses;
who put away David’s transgression when he confessed and repented of his sin;
who spared the Ninevites when they repented in sackcloth and with fasting;
who came into the world to save sinners;
who received tax collectors and sinners and ate with them;
who forgave the many sins of Mary Magdalene;
who in mercy looked upon Peter who denied You;
who moved him to confess his fault and to shed tears of penitence;
who on the cross promised Paradise to the penitent thief;
who bore our sins in Your own body on the tree;
who was bruised for our iniquities;
who gives time and place for the repentance of our sins;
who rebukes and chastens those whom You love;
who are not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance;
who came to seek and to save the lost;
who after true repentance remembers our sins no more:
C: Be gracious, and spare us, O Lord.
P: From all evil; from all sin; from a sudden and wicked death; by Your Baptism and Your
holy fasting; by Your toils and griefs; by Your blood which was shed for the forgiveness of our
sins; in the day of tribulation and anguish and of Your awful judgment:
C: Good Lord, deliver us.

P: We sinners ask You to hear us:
that it may please You to bring us to true repentance;
that, condemning ourselves, we may escape condemnation;
that we may in due time bring forth worthy fruit of penitence;
that as we have let our bodies and our minds become servants of uncleanness and sin, so we
may now yield them to You as servants of righteousness and holiness;
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we may live sober, righteous, and godly lives;
that we may exercise self-control on our bodies and bring them into submission to Your will;
that sin may not be our master;
that we do not let ourselves be instruments of unrighteousness;
that as true members of the body of Christ we crucify our flesh with its passions and lusts;
that all bitterness and wrath and anger be put away from us;
that we may never despise the riches of Your goodness, patience, and long-suffering;
that we may count all things as loss but for Christ;
that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness;
that through the many tribulations of this world You would grant us entrance into the kingdom
of God;
that it may please You graciously to hear us:
C: O Son of God, we ask You to hear us.
P: O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: Spare us, O Lord.
P: O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: Graciously hear us, O Lord.
P: Lord, have mercy.
C: Christ, have mercy.
P: Lord, have mercy.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

P: Almighty God, we are dust and to dust we shall return, yet even in ashes and dust there is
hope. Marked with the sign of the cross in our baptism and bearing the good fruit of repentance
and faith, we pray You not to forsake Your children but to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that the words which we have spoken may be accompanied by actions of faith and
repentance, now and throughout this holy season of Lent; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: CW 124 “Savior, When in Dust to You”
Savior, when in dust to You Low we bow in homage due,
When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes;
Oh, by all Your pains and woe Suffered once for us below,
Bending from Your throne on high, Hear our penitential cry!

By Your helpless infant years, By Your life of want and tears,
By Your days of deep distress In the savage wilderness,
By the dread, mysterious hour Of th' insulting tempter's pow'r,
Turn, oh, turn a fav'ring eye, Hear our penitential cry!
By Your hour of dire despair, By Your agony of prayer,
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, Piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
By the gloom that veiled the skies O'er the dreadful sacrifice,
Listen to our humble sigh, Hear our penitential cry!
By Your deep expiring groan, By the sad sepulchral stone,
By the vault whose dark abode Held in vain the rising God,
Oh, from earth to heav'n restored, Mighty, reascended Lord,
Bending from Your throne on high, Hear our penitential cry!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Announcements
Next week Pastor Raddatz from St. John’s in Libertyville will serve as guest pastor. The theme
for the service is, “Hands of the Passion—Hands of Betrayal” (Judas).
The ashes used on our Lenten banner were rendered from the Palm Branches used by the
children on Palm Sunday, 2020. They were burned yesterday. Olive oil is added to the ashes.
The Sunday School teachers will have a brief meeting after the service this evening.

