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First Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 2020
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you
go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The use of masks is encouraged by the church council. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall, which has
been cleared of tables and chairs to make social distancing possible.
Before Service Prayer: Jesus, You are the Lord of all. Days after You were born into this world You were
placed into the arms of an old man, a man Your Spirit made a wonderful promise to. Your presence in the
temple was noted by an old woman, who spoke about Your coming to all who longed for salvation, for God’s
promise of a Savior to be kept. Today, we thank You for being the Savior of all, the Savior that older people
rejoice in and speak about. Grant the same blessing to those in our midst who are up in years, that by faith, they
too may hold You in their arms and sing Your praise. Amen.
Today’s Service: Divine Service 3, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #11327771.

Today’s Theme: The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in Jerusalem, where
Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph. In presenting Him there, they are affirming that He is dedicated to God as
a firstborn son. But He is much more than a son—He is the Son. In her classic hymn text, German hymnist
Elisabeth Cruciger celebrates His coming as she writes, “The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers,
By God the Father given, In human form appears. No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining As
He, our Morning Star.” Jesus is the One in whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way through life,
and whose presence enlightens our world. With joy, we worship Him!

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” CW 61
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th' incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! [Refrain]
Hail, the heav'nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. [Refrain]
Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
Opening Sentences (Luke 2:30; 32; Psalm 71:19, 23)
P: Alleluia! My eyes have seen Your salvation,
C: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel. Alleluia!
P: Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens.
C: You who have done great things, O God, who is like You?
P: My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You;
C: my soul also, which You have redeemed.
Confession and Absolution
P: People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
C: Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We repent of having sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed. We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we
have done those things we ought not to have done. We have not lived our lives fully in the freedom won
for us by our Lord. We have not always shared the bounty You have given us as stewards of Your
creation. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus, our
Savior. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each
day we grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name.

The Kyrie

Absolution
P: God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning sacrifice of His beloved Son, who has
replaced slavery to sin with a priceless inheritance of freedom and joy. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you
believe, so may it be.
C: Amen.
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Let all together praise our God Before His highest throne;
Today He opens heav'n again And gives us His own Son,
And gives us His own Son.
He leaves His heav'nly Father's throne, Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone, Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.
He veils in flesh His pow'r divine A servant's form to take;
In want and lowliness must die Who heav'n and earth did make,
Who heav'n and earth did make.
A wondrous change which He does make: He takes our flesh and blood,
And He conceals for sinners' sake His majesty as God,
His majesty as God.
He serves that I a lord may be -- A great exchange indeed!
Could Jesus' love do more for me To help me in my need,
To help me in my need?
For us He opens wide the door Of paradise today.
The angel guards the gate no more; To God our thanks we pay,
To God our thanks we pay. (CW 41)

The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, in mercy You sent Your one and only Son to take upon Himself our human nature. By
His gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness of His glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
C: Amen.
The First Lesson: ISAIAH 45:20-25 (Already those who do not know the real miracle of Christmas are putting away its

tinsel and other trappings. They have passed by the peasant couple and their Child. But to us the real miracle has been revealed. To
us God has made known His salvation in this little Child of Bethlehem. In Him and in none other God will accomplish our salvation
and the redemption of the world. When those around us say, as they do every year, “Well, I’m glad that’s over for another year!” we
will reply, “Oh, no! For us it just keeps getting better; for He has revealed Him as our salvation and our righteousness—yes, yours
too!”)
20

“Gather together and come;

assemble, you fugitives from the nations.

Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood,
who pray to gods that cannot save.

21

Declare what is to be, present it—
let them take counsel together.

Who foretold this long ago,

who declared it from the distant past?

Was it not I, the LORD?

And there is no God apart from Me,

a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but Me.

22

“Turn to Me and be saved,
all you ends of the earth;

for I am God, and there is no other.

23

By Myself I have sworn,

My mouth has uttered in all integrity
a word that will not be revoked:

Before Me every knee will bow;

by Me every tongue will swear.

24

They will say of Me, ‘In the LORD alone
are deliverance and strength.’”

All who have raged against Him

will come to Him and be put to shame.

25

But all the descendants of Israel
will find deliverance in the LORD

and will make their boast in Him. (NIV 2011)
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: LUKE 2:25-40 (Not everyone realized who had come to the temple that day. Most just passed by a

peasant couple carrying a baby. But God for reasons of His own revealed Himself to Simeon and Anna. They saw that the Child who
had come to the temple was in fact The Temple, God’s true and everlasting dwelling place with men. And so they sang, not of their
own merit or even of their faith; they sang and rejoiced that God had sent salvation to His people and had made it known to them.
God has sent us salvation and revealed Himself to us in the Christmas gospel; in revealing Himself He gives Himself and all that He is
and has for us and for our salvation. Oh rejoice and sing His praises! Had He revealed Himself to everyone else, I could understand
that; but He has revealed and given Himself to me. That I will never understand; but I will receive Him and sing His praises to all
who will listen.)

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he
went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for Him what the
custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God, saying:
25

“Sovereign Lord, as You have promised,
You may now dismiss Your servant in peace.
30
For my eyes have seen Your salvation,
31
which You have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of Your people Israel.”
33
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about Him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary, His mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
29

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she
had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up
to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
36

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the Child grew and became strong; He was filled with
wisdom, and the grace of God was on Him. (NIV 2011)
39

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn of the Day: “Peace Came to Earth” CWS 707
Peace came to earth at last that chosen night When angels clove the sky with song and light
And God embodied love and sheathed His might – Who could but gasp: Immanuel!
Who could but sing: Immanuel!
And who could be the same for having held The infant in their arms and later felt
The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled – Who could but sigh: Immanuel!
Who could but shout: Immanuel!
You show the Father none has ever seen, In flesh and blood You bore our griefs and pain,
In bread and wine You visit us again – Who could but see: Immanuel!
Who could but thrill: Immanuel!
How else could I have known You, O my God! How else could I have loved You, O my God!
How else could I embrace You, O my God! Who could but pray: Immanuel!
Who could but praise: Immanuel!

The Sermon

After the sermon, the congregation sings:

The Offering (Can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway before or after the service.)

The Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. (spoken)

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
P: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, merciful
and everlasting God, whom we are privileged to call upon as our Father. Mercifully grant that we live in
thankfulness for the right we have been given to be called Your children and await with joy the eternity that is
to come in Your glorious presence. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising You and saying:
Santus

The Words of Institution (spoken by the pastor)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Our Communion Practice
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or
other WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.
The Distribution Hymn: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” CW 38 (selected verses, verses 1-4 sung
from the vantage point of the angel)
"From heav'n above to earth I come To bear good news to ev'ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing:
"To you this night is born a child Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.
"This is the Christ, our God most high, Who hears your sad and bitter cry;
He will Himself your Savior be From all your sins to set you free.
"He will on you the gifts bestow Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, You may with us His glory share.
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery That You might share Your joy with me.

Were earth a thousand times as fair And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small A cradle for the Lord of all.
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled
Within my heart, made clean and new, A quiet chamber kept for You.
My heart for very joy must leap; My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue That sweetest ancient cradle song:
Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us His Son has given!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.
The Song of Simeon

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, ruler of all things, we bless You for having joined us to Christ through this blessed Meal. Grant
that the Holy Spirit graciously intercede for us and direct our ways that we do the good works intended for us to
do, and faithfully calling on You as our Father, joyfully continue our earthly pilgrimage until that time when we
are gathered into Your heavenly kingdom to share in Your blessings for all eternity. This we ask through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return no person evil for evil, strengthen
the fainthearted, support the weak, help the suffering, honor all of God’s people, love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. The almighty God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless
you and keep you and give you peace.
C: Amen.
The Closing Hymn: “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We” CW 46
Your little ones, dear Lord, are we And come Your lowly bed to see;
Enlighten ev'ry soul and mind That we the way to You may find.
With songs we hasten You to greet And humbly fall before Your feet.
Oh, blessed hour, oh, sweetest night That gave You birth, our souls' delight.
Oh, draw us wholly to You, Lord, And to us all Your grace accord;
True faith and love to us impart That we may hold You in our heart,
Until at last we, too, proclaim, With all Your saints, Your glorious name;
In paradise our songs renew And praise You as the angels do.

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady
Today— Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class
Friday—New Year’s Day
Sunday—Epiphany Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class
Volunteers are needed to bring something to eat and drink for fellowship on Sunday mornings. A new sheet has
been posted for the new year. Thanks to those who have signed up.
Adult Bible Class will meet in the chapel this morning at 10:45 AM. The Bible Class is using the Growing in
Grace catechism curriculum and will finish work on the Sixth Commandment today.

