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Christmas Day
December 25, 2020
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry
way of the church. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go
home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also,
refreshments are served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us
for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service,
you won’t miss any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the
building using the main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have
a fire alarm system which is wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the
“Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:

•
•
•

Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.

•
•
•

Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.

•

Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the
bulletin or off the projector screens.
Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
The church council asks everyone to wear a mask, if possible. Masks are available in the
entryway.
The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.

Before Service Prayer: Dear God of all glory, through eyewitnesses You have revealed to us
Your Son as the Babe of Bethlehem, as the Savior at the cross, and as the King of heaven. Help
us, therefore, to praise Him properly on His birthday, to receive Him humbly in His grace, and to
look for Him to come again in glory, for His name's sake. Amen.
Today’s Service: Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.

Emphasis on Christmas Day: The readings for Christmas Day raise us up above the cute and the
trite and the trivial; for so many people that is all that Christmas is about. But there is nothing
trite or trivial in what has happened today: The deepest lowliness is but the mask for the greatest
glory, the glory of Him who came to be our Savior!
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn:

“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” CW 42

Come, your hearts and voices raising, Christ the Lord with gladness praising;
Loudly sing His love amazing, Worthy folk of Christendom.
See how God, for us providing, Gave His Son and life abiding;
He our weary steps is guiding From earth’s woe to heav’nly joy.
Christ, from heave’n to us descending And in love our race befriending,
In our need His help extending Saved us from the wily foe.
Jacob’s Star in all its splendor Beams with comfort sweet and tender,
Forcing Satan to surrender, Breaking all the power’s of hell.
Gracious Child, we pray You, hear us; From Your lowly manger cheer us.
Gently lead us and be near us Till we join th’angelic choir.
Invocation
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Pastor:

Sisters and brothers in Christ: there was a time when the world sat in darkness,
separated from God because of sin. Since we human beings were unable to find
God in that darkness, He came near to us as a baby, born of a virgin, bringing
with Him the great light of our salvation. I encourage you to come near to God
and confess to Him your sins.

(Silence for personal reflection and confession)
Pastor:

Heavenly Father,

People:

we confess that we have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and
deeds. The world has tempted us in this Christmas season to put our delight
and joy in material things, to be envious of others, and to center our
celebrations around ourselves rather than on You. Thus we have sinned
against You and against one another.

Pastor:

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You
will not despise. Psalm 51:17

People:

The celebration You desire is the worship of the heart. Forgive our sins, O
Lord, for the sake of the Babe of Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, who died for us.
Decorate our hearts with repentance and joy that our Christmas celebration
may be pleasing to You.

Pastor:

This Child whose birth we celebrate came among us to live perfectly in our stead,
to give His life in payment for our sins, to rise from the grave for our justification,
and to give us new life. In His name and at His command, I as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

Hymn of Praise
Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!
A great and mighty wonder, A glorious mystery:
A virgin bears an infant Who veils His deity.
Refrain:
Repeat the hymn again:
"To God on high be glory And peace on earth to men."
The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. [Refrain]
While thus they sing your monarch, Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. [Refrain]
Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored,
The Infant born in Bethl'em, The Savior and the Lord. [Refrain]
All idols then shall perish And Satan's lying cease,
And Christ shall raise his scepter, Decreeing endless peace. [Refrain] (CW 36)
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

The Prayer of the Day
Pastor: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our
old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

Old Testament Isaiah 52:7-10 (How Isaiah and the believers of the Old Testament longed to see these words

brought to complete fulfillment! They are fulfilled for us this day. In Advent we have watched and waited for His
coming in grace to save us from judgment. And now, in the Christmas gospel, He is finally here! Shout for joy, sing
with the saints and angels, even amid the ruins caused by the pandemic! The One, the true, the only Redeemer and
Rescuer is here! God has kept His Word! We will see His salvation in this holy Child! Hidden in the lowliness of the
manger is the glory of God for our salvation.)

7 How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
9 Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted His people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD will lay bare His holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.
Pastor:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 98

Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-9 (Don’t be fooled by the lowliness. Be very glad that the Savior has come in

the form and appearance of a little baby. But don’t think that that is all there is to it. Oh no, by no means! His
lowliness keeps us from running away in dread and terror, for He wants us to draw near. Peer into the manger:
there is He who is greater than all the angels, who is in fact their creator and the One whose praises they sing; there
He is the Almighty, the Eternal God in the form for a baby; there He is the Holy One, the Only Begotten Son, who
has come to conquer our wickedness and give us His holiness. Worship and adore!)

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, and through whom He made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and
the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had
provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So He
became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs.
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are My Son;
today I have become your Father”? Or again,
“I will be His Father,
and He will be my Son”?
6 And again, when God brings His firstborn into the world, He says,
“Let all God’s angels worship Him.”
7 In speaking of the angels He says,
“He makes His angels winds,
His servants flames of fire.”
8 But about the Son He says,
“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,
and righteousness will be the scepter of Your kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set You above your companions
by anointing You with the oil of joy.”
Pastor:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day: Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman,
born under law, to redeem those under law. Alleluia. (Galatians 4:4,5a)
Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn!
A Savior unto us is born,
The Christ, the Lord of glory.
His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim
And sing redemption’s story.
My soul, Extol
God’s great favor;
Bless Him ever
For salvation.
Give Him praise and adoration! (CW 49)

Stand
The Christmas Gospel: John 1:1-14 (Who is it that we receive in the manger of our heart this day? Not just
a cute and cuddly baby! No, that lowliness of form is designed to make it possible for us to receive Light brighter
than the sun, the Creator of all that is, the Eternal God, the Child who makes us God’s children. As the manger and
the Virgin’s arms held Him whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, so we too recognize and receive Him who
has come in human flesh and blood to dwell in us through the Word and sacrament. It is in the Word and sacrament
that we recognize Him and receive Him, the One who receives us.)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made
that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There

was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to
testify concerning that Light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the
Light; he came only as a witness to the Light.
9 The

true Light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to
that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who did receive Him, to
those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The

Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory
of the One and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Pastor: The Christmas Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to You O Christ!
Sit

Hymn of the Day: “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” CW 54

The Sermon
The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed with Meaning--Redemption
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy,
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.
All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as He has risen from
death and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.
Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
The Prayer of the Church
Word made flesh, in the joyous celebration of Your nativity, we have seen Your glory. Your
goodness and loving kindness have appeared to us. Grant us comfort and peace in the knowledge
of Your incarnation and a blessed new year. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, in Your Holy Gospel we have seen Your glory. Bless the preaching of the
Gospel from the altars and pulpits You have consecrated for the purpose of delivering Your gift
of faith through the preaching of Your Word. Bless those called to preach and those called to
hear, that the light of Your Word may continue to illumine the darkness of our world. Abide with
those who suffer persecution for confessing its truth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, by Your Sacrament of Holy Baptism we have seen Your glory. Make all the
baptized confident in the promise given to them in the waters of Baptism. Grant repentance to
parents who have withheld the treasures of Baptism from their children. Give to all Your people
hearts welcoming of children. Continue to expand Your kingdom through this blessed portal to
eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, in Your ongoing provision of daily bread we have seen Your glory. By Your
Spirit, visit those who suffer: the sick, the sorrowing, the hospitalized, the poor, the destitute, the
homeless, the unemployed. Remember those who have requested our intercessions …. that they

might not be given to despair but entreat their heavenly Father’s protection even in times of great
need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, in Your crucifixion and resurrection we have seen Your glory. Give comfort to
those who grieve. Grant to all people a sure and certain hope in the resurrection of all the dead
and eternal life for all believers in You on the day of Your return. Keep us steadfast and faithful
until that day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, we give You thanks that of Your mercy and compassion, You become
incarnate and have redeemed us from sin and everlasting death. Enlighten our hearts by Your
Holy Spirit, that we may ever be thankful for such grace and comfort ourselves by it in all
tribulation and temptation and at last obtain eternal salvation; who with the Father and the Holy
Spirit are one Lord, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (Sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger” CW 68)
Our Father in heaven, all praise to Your name!
Your kingdom among us, Your will done the same
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone;
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne.
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away;
In times of temptation, to lead us be near;
From evil deliver Your children most dear.
For Yours is the kingdom; o’er all things You reign.
And Yours is the power; all things You maintain.
To You be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen.

Prayer for Peace
Pastor: Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

The Benediction
Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
People: Amen. We rejoice in Your coming, Lord Jesus.
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—the Father who created us, the Son who became one of
us in order to save us, and the Holy Spirit who creates and nourishes the faith that Jesus is the
Savior we all need, a Savior who is both true God and true man—be with you now and forever.
People: Amen.
The Closing Hymn: “Ah , Dearest Jesus, Holy Child” (CW 38)
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep;
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle-song:
Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Announcements
If you purchased a poinsettia, please take yours home after the service this morning.
Worship on the first Sunday after Christmas will be a Service of Holy Communion and begin at
the regular time, 9:30 AM with Sunday School and Bible class to follow.

