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A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you
go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are
served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. Weather permitting, the windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin or off
the projector screens.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate on the podium before or after the service.
6. The use of masks is encouraged but not mandatory. Masks are available in the entryway.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall, which has
been cleared of tables and chairs to make social distancing possible.
Before Service Prayer: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night
from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. (Luther’s Morning Prayer)
Today’s Service: NewMorning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156. The
service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning “of the morning”) was the
monastic service marking the beginning of the new day. In Morning Praise we sing back to God the message He has given us in His
word.

Theme for the Service: It is in the Word that we hear the call of God that has in it the secret power of God to
give what He commands. He commands: Believe! and the Word creates faith. He says, Follow Me! and the
Word creates the desire and the ability to follow Him. That He should consider it glorious to call sinners, is that
not an amazing thing? That He should attach such power to His word that we answer the call, is that not a
wonder that lasts an eternity for each of us?

Opening Hymn: CW 86 “The Only Son from Heaven”
The only Son from heaven, Foretold by ancient seers,
By God the Father given, In human form appears.
No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining
As He, our Morning Star.
Oh, time of God appointed, Oh, bright and holy morn!
He comes, the King anointed, The Christ, the virgin-born,
Grim death to conquer for us, To open heav'n before us
And bring us life again.
Awaken, Lord, our spirit To know and love You more,
In faith to stand unshaken, In spirit to adore,
That we, through this world moving, Each glimpse of heaven proving,
May reap its fullness there.
O Father, here before You With God the Holy Ghost
And Jesus, we adore You, O Pride of angel host.
Before You mortals lowly Cry "Holy, holy, holy,
O blessed Trinity!"
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES (Based on Psalm 139:1–2, 7–8; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20)
P: O Lord, You have searched and known us.
C: You discern our thoughts from afar.
P: Where shall we go from Your Spirit?
C: Or where shall we flee from Your presence?
P: If we ascend to heaven, You are there!
C: If we make our bed in Sheol, You are there!
P: Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit.
C: We were bought with a price, the blood of Christ.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Indeed, we were bought with the precious blood of Christ, and God calls on us to glorify God with our
bodies, but we have failed to do this. We have lived as if our bodies and lives were our own, as if Your Son had
not bought them with His blood. Such sins cause deep shame, yet even now, our heavenly Father invites us to
come to Him and ask for forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
P: Heavenly Father,
C: we have sinned by the things we have done and by the things we have left undone. Forgive us, remove
the shame that clings to us, and make us new creations for the sake of Jesus. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in His infinite mercy and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins. In His
resurrection, He removes our shame and makes us more than conquerors. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Ξ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. Our shame is removed.
DIALOGUE FOR MORNING PRAISE
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall declare Your praise.
P: Hasten to save me, O God.
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.
P: In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
C: in the morning I lay my requests before You and wait in expectation.
P: I will exalt You, my God the King;
C: I will praise Your name forever and ever.
P: Every day I will praise You.
C: and extol Your name forever and ever.
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
C: Do not cast me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me.
P: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
C: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord, my
Rock and my Redeemer.

Let us bow down and worship the Lord;
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
For this is our God whose people we are:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Sing to the Lord and bless His name:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
All that has life and breath shall rejoice:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
The great and the small, all creatures of God:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
Heaven and earth, rejoice in His name:
Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
He governs the world with justice and truth:
Women: Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Final Refrain

The First Lesson: Genesis 28:10-18 (After the flood, the people of Babel tried to build a tower reaching to heaven. Their

attempted invasion would be via a ladder made of brick and tar. On his way to his uncle’s house in Haran, as he fled from a
murderous Esau, Jacob was given the vision of a ladder that extended from God’s throne down to earth, and on that ladder traveled
the angels of God, coming to do God’s will and returning to heaven with the prayers of God’s saints. Centuries later, Jesus told
Nathanael, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”
The ladder that spans the chasm between heaven and earth is the Christ who has come down from heaven. The offspring of Jacob
through whom all people would be blessed—including you and me—is Jesus.)

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the
night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down
to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to
heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it[ stood
the LORD, and He said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give
you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of
the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All
peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch over
you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what
I have promised you.”
10

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware
of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of
God; this is the gate of heaven.”
16

Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a
pillar and poured oil on top of it. (NIV 2011)
18

Psalm of the Day: 91 CWOS

Second Lesson: Hebrews 1:13-14 (God never said to any angel, “Sit at my right hand until I make Your enemies a footsool for
your feet.” He said that to His Son, Jesus. Yet, for the sake of Jesus, the ladder, God graciously sends His angels to serve those who
will inherit eternal life.)
13

To which of the angels did God ever say,

“Sit at My right hand
until I make Your enemies
a footstool for Your feet”?
14

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

Verse of the Day: Alleluia. He said to Me, “You are My servant in whom I will display My splendor.”
Alleluia. (Isaiah 49:3 cf. NIV)
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: JOHN 1:43-51 (There is always a miraculous element in the call of Jesus. For anyone looking at Him on
the basis of appearance or reason will say what Nathanael said and turn away. In Nathanael’s case Jesus read from a distance the
thoughts of Nathanael and then promised even more wondrous things; He promised that Nathanael with the eyes of faith would see
heaven opened and Jesus as the ladder to heaven in fulfillment of Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28. But it is all invisible to reason and to
the naked eye. Nathanael was astonished by what he saw in Jesus’ demonstration of omniscience, but he believed on the basis of a
promise whose fulfillment was shrouded in the future and would never be visible to the human eye. Anyone who thinks that God is far
and distant should consider that if he/she believes the gospel, it is because God is near at hand. He worked and still sustains that faith
each moment by His glorious Word.)
43

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, He said to him, “Follow Me.”

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told
him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
44

46

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.
When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, He said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is
no deceit.”
47

48

“How do You know me?” Nathanael asked.

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”

Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things
than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” (NIV 2011)
50

Sit
The Hymn of the Day:

CWS 770 “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”

O Christ, who called the Twelve To rise and follow You,
Forsaking old, familiar ways For ventures bold and new:
Grant us to hear Your call To risk security
And, bound in heart and will to You, Find perfect liberty.
O Christ, who taught the Twelve The truth for ages sealed,
Whose words and works awakened faith, The ways of God revealed:
Instruct us now, we pray, By Your empow’ring word.
True teacher, be for all who seek Their light, their life, their Lord.

(cont.)

O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roads they’d never trod
To serve, to suffer, teach proclaim The nearer reign of God:
Send us on ways where faith Transcends timidity,
Where love informs and hope sustains both life and ministry.
O Christ, th’ apostle’s Lord, The martyr’s strength and son,
The crucified and risen King To whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass, Our tribute still we bring,
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, Our lives an offering.

The Sermon
The Te Deum

The Offertory “We Three Kings” by the Tone Chime Choir
The Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the
service.)
The Kyrie
P: In the morning, O Lord, I call to You; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Prayer of the Church
The Closing Prayer
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we
either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the
merits and mediation of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us praise the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
The Blessing
P: The Lord bless and keep you.
C: Amen.
P: The Lord’s face ever shine upon you.
C: Amen.
P: The Lord grant you peace for all your days.
C: Amen.
The Closing Hymn: CW 84 “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
To Him shall endless prayer be made And endless praises crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise With ev'ry morning sacrifice.

(cont.)

People and realms of ev'ry tongue Praise His great love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim Their early blessings on His name.
Blessings abound where'er He reigns: The pris'ner leaps, unloosed his chains,
The weary find eternal rest, And all who suffer want are blest.
Let ev'ry creature rise and bring Worship and honor to our King;
Angels descend with songs again, And earth repeat the loud amen.

Announcements and WELS Connection Video for January

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Bauer / Spangle
Today—2nd Sunday after the Epiphany Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class
Monday—MLK Day (no preschool)
Monday and Tuesday—Pastor Bauer in Fort Wayne, IN for the Chicago Conference
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Sunday—3rd Sunday after the Epiphany Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
The Sunday School offering for the first half of the year was $554.09. That offering was remitted to help
support the mission work being done in Costa Maya, Mexico.
The Branch Connection invites the women of the congregation to a ladies’ game night on February 9, beginning
at 6:30 PM. The women will enjoy snacks, socializing and a team game. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board in the lower level. Safety precautions will be taken.
The preschool has received several inquiries for the 2021-22 school year. Normally, the Ela Library would host
a preschool fair, but will not be doing that this year. Tree of Life will host an open house on Monday, February
22 from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. Appointments can be made to visit the preschool either virtually or by
appointment as well.

