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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 7, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church
or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go
home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served
in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any
of the sermon. The service is also being broadcast on the large screen TV in the New Life Café.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
The windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
The hymnals have been removed from the pews. The hymns will be sung out of the bulletin.
Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
Offerings will be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway before or after the service.
Please wear a mask unless you find it impossible to do so. Masks are available in the entryway.
The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall.

Before Service Prayer: Jesus, there are so many like Peter’s mother-in-law, having a fever, suffering from the
flu, infected with the pandemic. When You were told about her condition, You didn’t consider it a trifling
matter, but restored her health. Do the same for all who languish in bed, sick with some malady. Grant Your
healing to all of Your people, who—especially at this time of year—fall victim to a variety of seasonal diseases.
In every circumstance, use even our physical weaknesses for our good. If it is Your will, restore Your people so
that we may serve You, in joy. Amen.
Today’s Service: Morning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156 and under
CCLI license #1132777. The service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning
“of the morning”) was the monastic service marking the beginning of the new day. In Morning Praise we sing back to God the
message He has given us in His word.

Today’s Theme: Every miraculous act of Jesus would point to His Father in heaven, the reason He was sent
into this world, and a foretaste of what is to come when sin and sorrow are no longer part of this broken world.
More than that, Christ’s healing and preaching would find their culmination in the greatest miracle of His own
death and resurrection, showing that the last enemy to be defeated is death. As His victory is our victory, until
that Last Day, He continues to heal us with the forgiveness of sins and gives us hearts filled with hope and
assurance in Him.

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CWS 711 “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasures Eternal”
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End;
God-head, humanity, union supernal, O great Redeemer, You come as our Friend!
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder: Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal!
Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder! Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear.
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! He sets us free from our guilt and our fear,
Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder!
Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer. See now the threatening strong one disarmed!
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress, Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed.
Satan, you wicked one, own now your master! Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer!
Jesus has come as the King of all glory! Heaven and dearth, O declare His great pow’r,
Capturing hearts with the heavenly story; Welcome Him now in this fast fleeting hour!
Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you! Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory!
Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
Opening Sentences Psalm 27:9
P: Hide not Your face from me.
C: Turn not Your servant away in anger,
P: O You who have been my help.
C: Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!
Confession and Absolution
P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C: I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I
mattered most. My Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I
have not let His love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom I
have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin.
P: Is this your sincere confession?
C: I am sorry for all my sins, and I ask for grace that I may amend my sinful life.
P: As you believe, so let it be. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: May He who began this good work in you bring it to completion at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

(We sing words from Psalm 70)

(We sing words from Psalm 95 in a song called the “Venite”)

The First Lesson: JOB 7:1-7 (Job’s experience of suffering is extreme but by no means unique. In pain his only recourse is

prayer that trusts in the mercy of God and in the power of God to relieve and to rescue. The glory and the power of the gospel are
evident in the basic fact that Job prays at all; he continues to trust in God’s mercy and His promises to hear and help in the face of
such terrible suffering. Even with the expectation that the only rescue will be in death, Job does not abandon his trust. The devil
causes and uses misery to drive us away from God; God uses it to drive us to our knees and then with the gospel to raise us up again
in hope and trust that triumphs even if the suffering stays.)

“Do not mortals have hard service on earth?
Are not their days like those of hired laborers?
2
Like a slave longing for the evening shadows,
or a hired laborer waiting to be paid,
3
so I have been allotted months of futility,
and nights of misery have been assigned to me.
4
When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?’
The night drags on, and I toss and turn until dawn.
5
My body is clothed with worms and scabs,
my skin is broken and festering.
6
“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,
and they come to an end without hope.
7
Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath;
my eyes will never see happiness again. (NIV 2011)

Sunday School / Preschool Song (“Christ Begins” An Epiphany hymn from the new hymnal. The congregation
is asked to sing vss. 3-4)

The Second Lesson: ROMANS 8:28-30 (Who are the ones who love Him? Those He has called. All of their personal

history He governs and uses to accomplish His own ultimate purpose of their sharing in His glory. God makes use of all things in the
lives of those He has predestined. God remains God in ultimate control, without man becoming a robot in those things that are subject
to man’s own control (limited though that control may be). Thus even the evil that we have and are God uses for our good: He
humbles us with its consequence, and then He brings us to see the greatness of His grace in His pardon. Then alone do we begin to
understand that the things we count as good are gifts of grace and not of merit. So we glorify God as He leads us from faith here to
sight and glory hereafter.)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been
called according to His purpose. 29 For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those
He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.
(NIV 2011)
28

Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Alleluia. (John 8:12 cf. NIV)
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: MARK 1:29-39 (Look at all the problems and all the obstacles to following the call of Jesus. Everybody

in town seemed to have trouble or sickness or demon possession. Even the mother-in-law of Peter was down sick with a fever that
prevented her from hearing the Word and from serving her divine Guest. But each and every one of the problems and hindrances was
a blessing in disguise. For each one of them gave people a reason to despair of their own abilities and to seek in Jesus the
compassionate and merciful Savior. Notice that Peter’s mother-in-law gets the point of Jesus’ help immediately: she has been saved to
serve. It is very useful for us to put our own problems and hindrances to following Jesus in that kind of a perspective: trials spur us to
seek His help; His help should spur us to service. Notice, too, that Jesus’ eyes were always and at the same time in two directions:
down to rescue and to save us in our need, and up to do it all as an act of obedience to His Father. He prayed. Then He went on to
proclaim the gospel and continue His work of casting out the devil.)

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and
Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about
her. 31 So He went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait
on them.
29

That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The
whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove
out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who He was.
32

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where He prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for Him, 37 and when they
found Him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for You!”
35

Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is
why I have come.” 39 So He traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving
out demons. (NIV 2011)
38

Sit

The Hymn of the Day: CW 93 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
Hail to the Lord's Anointed, Great David's greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, To set the captive free,
To take away transgression, And rule in equity.
He comes with rescue speedy To those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy And bid the weak be strong,
To give them songs for sighing, Their darkness turn to light
Whose souls, condemned and dying, Are precious in His sight.
Kings shall bow down before Him And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him; His praise all people sing.
To Him shall prayer unceasing And daily vows ascend,
His kingdom still increasing, A kingdom without end.
O'er ev'ry foe victorious, He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious, All blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever -- That name to us is Love.

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs
up while love builds up. 2 Those who think they know something do not yet know as they ought to
know. 3 But whoever loves God is known by God.
So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that “An idol is nothing at all in the
world” and that “There is no God but one.” 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or
on earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”), 6 yet for us there is but one God, the
Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things came and through whom we live.
4

But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when
they eat sacrificial food they think of it as having been sacrificed to a god, and since their conscience
is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and
no better if we do.
7

Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s
temple, won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother or
sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against them in this
way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my
brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall. (NIV
2011)
9

(After the sermon, we stand and sing the “Te Deum,” an ancient and majestic canticle of the Christian church, a
confession of faith, a mighty hymn of praise to God. Luther loved the Te Deum and referred to it as a fine creed.)

The Offering (Offerings can be placed in the plate on the table in the entryway either before or after the service.)
The Prayer of the Church

The Kyrie

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Prayer for Grace

The Blessing

Closing Hymn: CW 451 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.
When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call; Hold my hand lest I fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.
When the darkness appears And the night draws near
And the day is almost gone,
At the river I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this week: Sarvady
Today—Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Presentation on Syria 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class / Super Bowl Sunday
Monday—Church Council Meeting at 7:00 PM
Tuesday—Branch Connection Game Night at church at 7:00 PM
Thursday—Green Team Meeting at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Next Sunday—Worship Service with Holy Communion at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Monday—Presidents’ Day, no preschool
Thanks to the Sunday School and Preschool children for singing in church today.
After the service today, please grab a cupcake in the fellowship hall to celebrate Rachel Bauer’s birthday which
was yesterday. The flowers in the chancel are in honor of her birthday.
In place of Bible class today, Pastor Karim Yaghleji will give presentation about the persecution of Christians in
the Middle East. The presentation will begin in the chapel at 10:45 AM.
Title: All Christians are One Body in Christ
Come listen to Karim Yaghleji tell his story about living in Syria, the persecution of Christians, and how we can
be encouraged by our Christian family across the world!
Karim is going to talk about the Persecution of Christians in the Middle East and particularly in Syria.
The presentation is an eye-opening experience to what is happening in the Middle East.
Be encouraged, knowing we are part of a greater purpose in Christ by listening to his story.

