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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 6, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building.
Before you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also,
refreshments are served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for
something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is
wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an
emergency.

Before Service Prayer: O Lord God, our loving Father, through the grace of Your Holy Spirit You call us,
as You called the first disciples, to follow You as fishers of men. Make us to love You with our whole
strength and with our whole heart and do the things that are pleasing in Your sight; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service of the Word, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under
CCLI license #1132777.
As We Gather: UNCOVERED MESSENGERS: THE LEAST QUALIFIED ARE THE FIRST SENT
It does not surprise us that from the beginning of his ministry Jesus demonstrated His commitment to
proclaiming good news of the kingdom of God, regardless of whether people rejected His message or
embraced it. That was Christ's agenda, and He was committed to it. What is surprising is that, also from
the beginning, Jesus demonstrated His plan to carry out this proclamation by sending others to speak on
His behalf. More surprising is whom He sends, not angels, but mere human beings. In many cases, it
was individuals who seemed to lack the qualifications to speak on Christ's behalf. Yet, Christ equipped
and prepared them. Do you feel unqualified to tell others the good news? Then be assured, Jesus plans
to use you exactly for that purpose.
Pastor’s Welcome
HYMN

CW 382 “The People Who Walked in Darkness” (soloist sings the first verse)

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 30:10; 43:3; Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 2:5b

Pastor:
People:

Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me!
O LORD, be my helper.

Pastor:
People:

Send out Your light and Your truth; let them lead me;
let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling!

Pastor:
People:

The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24
Pastor:

Let us now make our confession to our merciful Father in heaven.

People:

O God, our holy Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean
and that we have sinned against You in thought and in word and in deed.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Pastor:
People:

We confess that we have not lived lives that are holy and have not shaped all our actions
so that they are in accord with Your commands.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Pastor:
People:

We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every situation.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Pastor:
People:

We confess that we have not always been defenders of the weak and helpless.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Pastor:

We confess that we have not used every opportunity given us to witness to the faith that is
ours and have let the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh set the agendas for our lives
and actions.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained
servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit
and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls
you is faithful; He will surely do it.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Pastor:

In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord!
Holy God, we praise Your name;
Lord of all, we bow before You.
All on earth your scepter claim;
All in heav'n above adore You.
Infinite Your vast domain,
Everlasting is Your reign.
Hark! the glad celestial hymn
Angel choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and seraphim,
In unceasing chorus praising
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord:
“Holy, holy, holy Lord!”
Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name You;
Though in essence only one,
Undivided God we claim You,
Then, adoring, bend the knee
While we own the mystery. (CW 1,2,5)

SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope
of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 6:1-8 (Isaiah admitted he was unclean, guilty of every type
of sin. In His grace, the Lord not only takes Isaiah’s sin away, but also sends Isaiah out as a messenger
of grace.)

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the
train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above Him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;
the whole earth is full of His glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with
smoke.
4

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”
5

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
6

8

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for Us?”

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

67e

EPISTLE
Romans 10:12-17 (God’s plan is to send saved sinners to proclaim salvation to other
sinners. God has no backup plan.)

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly
blesses all who call on Him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
12

How, then, can they call on the One they have not believed in? And how can they believe in
the One of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to
them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!”
14

But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our
message?” 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word about Christ. (NIV 2011)
16

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION CW 483 vs. 1,2,4 “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” (Sung by the
Sunday School and Preschool children)
Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 5:1-11 (Jesus takes simple, self-admittedly sinful fishermen. He removes
their fears, calls them to follow and makes them fishers of men.)
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around
Him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the
fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to
Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then He sat down and taught the people
from the boat.
When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the
nets for a catch.”
4

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But
because You say so, I will let down the nets.”
5

When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to
break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came
and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.
6

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a
sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had
taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
8

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed Him. (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

CW 745 “Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying”

SERMON
CATECHISM First Article of the Apostle’s Creed with Luther’s Meaning
Pastor:
People:

In the First Article of the Creed, our confession is focused on God our Creator, who is
completely holy. It is the blessed work of God the Father to give us life, direct the plan of
our span of days, and preserve us throughout our earthly journey. We confess:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Pastor:

What does this mean?

People:

I believe that God created me and all that exists, that He gave me my body and soul,
eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and
shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all
I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by defending
me against all danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil. All this God does
only because He is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have
earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.

OFFERING The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings
can also be given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the
donation part of New Life’s website.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs, asking that the Lord would hear our prayer.

Pastor:

O Lord God of hosts, build up Your Church and manifest Your Spirit among us with
wisdom and knowledge. Let our words be measured and intelligible to our fellow
Christians and to those outside Your Church, that we may utter our “Amens” in Christ.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor

People:

Sustain those called to be fishers of men in Christ’s Church, that they would not be
discouraged when they toil all night and take nothing, but continue to let down their nets at
His Word according to that calling. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may be mature in our thinking and infants in evil. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless all Christian homes, that Your Word would be sown and produce much fruit. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give us faith to let down the nets of Your Word in our daily vocations and trust Your Son
to do His gracious work through poor sinners like us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, be not far from us. As You have worked deeds of salvation in Christ Jesus, so
make haste to help us now in every trouble. Give healing to the sick, strength to the weak
and comfort to the afflicted. Do not forsake us nor the generations to come. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Lord, never depart from us. Though we are unworthy of You and Your bounty, You are
pleased to receive our meager thanks and reluctant obedience for the sake of Christ’s
perfect obedience. Let Your Word rule us and Your Spirit revive us to leave behind pride
and anxiety alike, that we may follow You in all we do; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

CLOSING COLLECT
Pastor:

People:

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage and a hope that cannot be extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that
Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and Your Son abiding with us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return no person evil
for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help the suffering, honor all people,
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. The almighty God—the
Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless and keep you.
Amen.

HYMN

CW 907 “How Shall they Hear, Who Have Not Heard”

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Bauer / Spangle
Today—The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:45 AM
Adult Bible Class 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class 6:00 PM
Monday—Northern Circuit meeting hosted at New Life at 9:30 AM
Tuesday—Branch Connection at 4:30 PM
Thursday—Green Team at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Next Sunday—Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class (Super Bowl Sunday)
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service
on Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
A preschool open house is scheduled for Tuesday, February 15, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM. If you know
of any parents in the community who have preschool aged children, please encourage them to attend
the open house.
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
The Sunday morning Bible class will start using a series of studies that goes together with a video series
called “The Chosen.” Today, the first lesson will consider a lesson entitled, “Jesus Loves the Little
Children.”
BRANCH CONNECTION
The Branch Connection’s next meeting will be held on February 8 at 4:30 PM. The Branch Connection is
planning on having a pizza party and a work meeting. The Branch Connection will go through all of the
plastic tubs found around the building, toss whatever isn’t needed and organize the rest. A sign-up sheet
has been posted so you can indicate if you are coming to this event.
SYNOD MISSION OFFERING
Synod mission offering for the first half of the fiscal year was $11,000.87. New Life remits 9% of our
general offerings to the synod for the purpose of opening and supporting missions abroad and in the US,
and for training future pastors and teachers.
ENDOWMENT FUND
The New Life Endowment Fund is set up so that only the interest generated each year is put to use while
the principal remains in tact. The Endowment fund interest for 2021 was $1175.06. This past Monday,
the executive board of the New Life church council designated the interest to be used to support Tree of
Life Lutheran Preschool.
CHANCEL FLOWERS
The flowers that adorn the Lord’s chancel are in memory of Rachel Bauer on what would have been her
54th birthday.

