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This evening we will use a style of music developed near the village of Taize’ in France. It
consists of short meditative passages of Scripture set to simple melodies and repeated many
times. The purpose of the repetition is to give us time to reflect and internalize the truths of
these words of Scripture.
Our goal as we gather at our mid-week Lenten services, is to find quiet, meditative time, so that
we can escape the hustle and bustle of our busy lives, to hear of Jesus and to sing His praise and
address Him in prayer. May the Lord bless us as we worship Him in prayer, meditation, and
praise!

Welcome by the Pastor
Remain Seated
P: Now is the time of God’s favor;
C: now is the day of salvation.
P: Turn to us again, O God of our salvation,
C: that the light of Your face may shine on us.
P: May Your justice shine like the sun;
C: And may the poor be lifted up.

(sing 3 times)

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

The Psalm of the Evening: Psalm 69 (selected verses)
Refrain:

P:
C:

Save me, O God,
for the waters have come up to My neck.

P:
C:

I am worn out calling for help; My throat is parched
My eyes fail, looking for My God.

P:
C:

Those who hate Me without reason outnumber the hairs on My head;
many are My enemies without cause, those who seek to destroy Me.

P:
C:

Scorn has broken My heart and has left Me helpless;
I looked for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I found none.

P:
C:

They put gall in My food
and gave Me vinegar for My thirst.

P:
C:

But as for Me, afflicted and in pain-may Your salvation, God, protect Me.

Refrain:

The Psalm Prayer:
P: Lord God, our refuge and strength, when the restless powers of this world and the fury of
Satan rise up against Your holy city, watch over it and keep it safe. Be with us in every time of
trouble and bring us to the new Jerusalem where You live and reign, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Passion Reading: LESSON FOUR—Evangelical Heritage Version
Seasonal Response:
P: In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.
A Lenten Hymn: (sing 2 times)

The Sermon Text: Matthew 27:27-31
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of
soldiers around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him, 29 and then twisted together
a crown of thorns and set it on His head. They put a staff in His right hand. Then they knelt in front of
Him and mocked Him. “Hail, King of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on Him, and took the staff and
struck Him on the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took off the robe and
put His own clothes on Him. Then they led Him away to crucify Him. (NIV 2011)
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The Sermon Theme: HANDS OF THE PASSION—HANDS OF BRUTALITY

A Lenten Hymn: CW 117 “O Dearest Jesus”
O dearest Jesus, what law have You broken
That such sharp sentence should on You be spoken?
Of what great crime have You to make confession-What dark transgression?
They crown Your head with thorns, they smite, they scourge You;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge You;
They give You gall to drink, they still decry You;
They crucify You.
Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which You, Lord, must languish;
Yes, all the wrath, the woe that You inherit,
This I do merit.
What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.
The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted—
God is committed.
I'll think upon Your mercy without ceasing,
That earth's vain joys to me no more be pleasing;
To do Your will shall be my sole endeavor
Henceforth forever.
And when, dear Lord, before Your throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,
Where sweetest hymns Your saints forever raise You,
I too shall praise You.
The Offering (Place your offering in the plate located on the table in the entryway.)

The Prayer of the Church:
(Each petition ends with, “Through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The Congregation responds with “Amen.”)
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.
A Lenten Hymn: (sing 2 times)

P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet un-trodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and with
the knowledge that You will always remember us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
us.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: CWS 780 “Stay With Us”

Thank you to Pastor Thomas Schultz from Christ the King in Palatine, IL for serving as our
guest preacher this evening.
Next Wednesday, Pastor Bauer will be at New Life, preaching on the theme: Hands of the
Passion—Hands of Self-Preservation (Pilate).

