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This evening we will use a style of music developed near the village of Taize’ in France. It
consists of short meditative passages of Scripture set to simple melodies and repeated many
times. The purpose of the repetition is to give us time to reflect and internalize the truths of
these words of Scripture.
Our goal as we gather at our mid-week Lenten services, is to find quiet, meditative time, so that
we can escape the hustle and bustle of our busy lives, to hear of Jesus and to sing His praise and
address Him in prayer. May the Lord bless us as we worship Him in prayer, meditation, and
praise!

Welcome by the Pastor

Remain Seated
P: Now is the time of God’s favor;
C: now is the day of salvation.
P: Turn to us again, O God of our salvation,
C: that the light of Your face may shine on us.
P: May Your justice shine like the sun;
C: And may the poor be lifted up.

As the altar candles are lit, the evening hymn is sung.
(sing 3 times)

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

The Psalmody: Psalm 102:1,2,12,13
Refrain:

P: Hear my prayer, LORD; let my cry for help come to You.
C: Do not hide Your face from me when I am in distress.
P: Turn Your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly.
C: You, LORD, sit enthroned forever; Your renown endures through all generations.
P: You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her;
C: the appointed time has come.
Refrain:

The Psalm Prayer:
P: O Lord, enthroned forever, now is the appointed time to have compassion on Your people.
Look down from Your sanctuary on high and grant to Your people gathered in Your name in
this sanctuary this evening, the peace that comes with knowing that our sins are all forgiven, for
the sake of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.
The Passion Reading: Matthew 26:1-35 (King James Version)
Part I. Plot, Passover and Lord’s Supper

Seasonal Response:
P: In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.

A Lenten Hymn: (sing 2 times)

The Sermon Text: Hebrews 4:15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we
have One who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. (NIV 1984)
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The Sermon Theme: The Son of God Goes Forth to War—Skirmishes
A Lenten Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth to War”

The Offering
The Prayer of the Church:
P: Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, so that we
who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world may rest in Your eternal
changelessness, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: O Lord, support us all day long, till the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the
busy world is hushed and the fever of life is over and our work is done. Then, in Your mercy,
grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: O God our Father, by Your mercy and might, the world turns safely into darkness and
returns again to light. We place into Your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems,
and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what You bless will prosper. To Your great love
and protection, we commit each other and all those we love, knowing that You alone are our
sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who watch or work or weep this night, and give Your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, pity the afflicted,
soothe the suffering, bless the dying—and all for Your love’s sake, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Look down, O Lord, from Your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with Your
celestial brightness, that by night as by day, Your people may glorify Your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

A Lenten Hymn: (sing two times)

P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet un-trodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and with
the knowledge that You will always remember us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
us.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: CW 587 “Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow”
Announcements
Thanks to the Berg family for serving supper this evening.
Thank you to Pastor Tom Schultz from Christ the King in Palatine for serving as our guest preacher this
evening. Next week, Pastor Kevin Raddatz from St. John’s in Libertyville will be here.
The Church Council and Branch Connection will meet after the service this evening.

