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A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building. Before you go home
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the
fellowship hall after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Before Service Prayer: O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us
by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that we may
follow Him on the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Today’s Service: Morning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156 and under
CCLI license #1132777. The service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning
“of the morning”) was the monastic service marking the beginning of the new day. In Morning Praise we sing back to God the
message He has given us in His word.

Today’s Theme: When it comes to the difficult and uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and who goes
to hell, it is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to direct our attention to theoretical
questions. “What is heaven like?” “How old will we be there?” Today, someone asks Jesus, “Lord, are only a
few going to be saved?” Jesus brushes these questions aside. Instead, He answers the question we should be
asking. Rather than talking about how many will be saved, Jesus explains how to be among the saved. What He
teaches today through His Word is a hard truth. The doorway into heaven is narrow. Scripture consistently
teaches that those individuals who are certain they will be first through that door are more likely to be last, if
they make it through at all. Instead, the one who believes he /she is the last one God should let into His kingdom
and that his/her only chance of getting in is through the grace of Christ will enter first.
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CW 621 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (CWS 752)

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
Opening Sentences Psalm 46:1; 50:1
P: God is our refuge and strength,
C: an ever-present help in trouble.
P: The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
C: from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.
Confession and Absolution
P: Invited by the grace of God, as His baptized children, we entreat His mercy confessing our sins and
receiving His forgiveness.
C: O merciful Father, hear our plea for Your constant help in the struggle of living in the strength of our
Baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We lay our sins on His own
atoning death. Raise us in the assurance of Your forgiveness and Your power to create a new and contrite
heart, that we may serve You in holiness and forever sing Your praises both now and forever. Hear us for
the sake of Jesus, our Lord and our eternal King. Amen.
P: The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and the
Spirit, strengthen you with His grace. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

(We sing words from Psalm 70)

(We sing words from Psalm 95 in a song called the “Venite”)

 WORD 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 66:18-24 – The LORD teaches that not only will those who seemed far from His
kingdom be among the first to enter eternal glory, but some of those who seemed to be part of His kingdom will
be shut out.
“And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the people of
all nations and languages, and they will come and see My glory.
18

“I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the nations—to
Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the distant
islands that have not heard of My fame or seen My glory. They will proclaim My glory among the
nations. 20 And they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to My holy mountain in Jerusalem
as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says
the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain offerings, to the temple of
the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select some of them also to be priests and Levites,”
says the LORD.
19

“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before Me,” declares the LORD, “so
will your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to
another, all mankind will come and bow down before Me,” says the LORD. 24 “And they will go out and
look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled against Me; the worms that eat them will not die, the
fire that burns them will not be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.” (NIV 2011)
22

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm of the Day: 103

The Second Lesson: Hebrews 12:18-24 – Being first in God’s eyes has nothing to do with keeping the Law
God gave to Moses and everything to do with the gracious work of the mediator of the new covenant.
You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness,
gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it
begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear what was
commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 The sight was
so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”
18

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of
the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. (NIV 2011)
22

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the
feast in the kingdom of God. (Luke 13:29)
Stand
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 13:22-30 – Jesus teaches that the last will be first and the first will be last.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as He made his way to
Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked Him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”
22

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will
try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you
will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’
“But He will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
26

“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with You, and You taught in our streets.’

27

“But He will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from Me, all you evildoers!’

“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from east
and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed
there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” (NIV 2011)
28

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
The Hymn of the Day: CW 698 “Seek Where You May to Find a Way” (CW93 395)

Sermon

(After the sermon, we sing the “ Te Deum,” an ancient and majestic canticle of the Christian church, a confession of faith,
a mighty hymn of praise to God. Luther loved the Te Deum and referred to it as a fine creed.)

The Offering
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings can also be given
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s
website.

The Offering Prayer
The Kyrie

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Prayer of the Church

The Prayer for Grace

The Blessing

Closing Hymn: CW 885 “There Is a Higher Throne” (CWS 727)
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady
Today— Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 16 Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Thursday—Preschool Outdoor Playdate, Threes from 10:30-11:00 AM, Fours from 11:10-11:40 AM
Sunday—Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 17 Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM

FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service on
Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.
DEBT REDUCTION
July through December of this year the congregation is making an effort to reduce the debt on our education
addition. The chart in the entryway will indicate our progress. Gift given for this purpose can be marked “debt
reduction.” Please remember that this effort is an “above and beyond” effort. We are trying to do two things:
meet our budget and also reduce our debt.
VISITORS
Look around you today. Do you see someone new in our service? What a blessing to have people visit our
service. You can make them feel welcome by introducing yourself to them after the service.

If you are interested in attending this event as a group from church immediately after the service on September
4, please let Sheila Berg know about your interest.

BRANCH CONNECTION
Jerry and Vanesa Bauer are expecting a baby girl in September. Since the Branch Connection is unable to have
a shower for them the Branch Connection would like to receive donations and sent them a gift / gifts from their
registry. If you are interested, please see Kelly, Lori, Rachel or Susan.
ADOPT-A-SAILOR ON THANKSGIVING DAY
The Recruit Training Center at Great Lakes recently notified Pastor Bauer indicating that they plan to restart the
program this Fall. If you are interested in helping host 28 Navy recruits on Thanksgiving Day, please indicate
your willingness by putting your name on the sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.
FALL EDUCATION PROGRAM
New Life’s Fall education program--which includes Sunday School, Adult Bible Class on Sunday morning and
Men’s Bible Class—restarts on September 11.
TLH HYMN 415
The old “The Lutheran Hymnal” contains a hymn based on today’s Gospel lesson. The melody, “Der mange
skal komme,” from “Then Swesnka Psalmboken” is unsingable. The words, however, are worth pondering.
1. Lo, many shall come from the East and the West And sit at the feast of salvation
With Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the blest, Obeying the Lord's invitation.
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!
2. But they who have always resisted His grace And on their own virtue depended
Shall then be condemned and cast out from His face, Eternally lost and unfriended.
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!
3. Oh, may we all hear when our Shepherd doth call In accents persuasive and tender,
That, while there is time, we make haste, one and all, And find Him, our mighty Defender!
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!
4. Oh, that we the throng of the ransomed may swell, To whom He hath granted remission!
God graciously make us in heaven to dwell And save us from endless perdition.
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!
5. God grant that I may of His infinite love Remain in His merciful keeping
And sit with the King at His table above When here in the grave I am sleeping.
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!
6. All trials are then like a dream that is past, Forgotten all trouble and sorrow;
All questions and doubts have been answered at last; Then dawneth eternity's morrow.
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!
7. The heavens shall ring with an anthem more grand Than ever on earth was recorded;
The blest of the Lord shall receive at His hand The crown to the victors awarded.
Have mercy upon us, O Jesus!

