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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 18
September 4, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.
Before you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also,
refreshments are served in the fellowship hall after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for
something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is
wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an
emergency.
Before Service Prayer: (Prayer for a Long Holiday Weekend) Lord, thank You for this long weekend that
allows me to enjoy some extra rest. I am grateful that I can use this time for a trip, to catch up on chores
at home, or simply to rest. No matter how I end up spending my time, I am grateful for this special
weekend that You allow me to enjoy. Help me not to forget You, whether I am visiting relatives, taking a
walk or meeting friends. May everything I do be to Your glory and for the good of my neighbors. May
Your peace be with me so that I do not plan more than I can manage and thus ruin this opportunity for
relaxation that You have given me. Teach me to number my days aright, that I may gain a heart of
wisdom and may enjoy what I am doing. In the name of Christ. Amen.

Today’s Service: Service of the Word, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under
CCLI license #1132777.
As We Gather: The first issue that naturally comes to mind to many Christians when hearing the phrase
“Choose life!” is that of abortion, which chooses death, not life. And indeed, never should our witness to
God’s gift of life be silenced! Beyond that, however, are all the other choices we make in our struggles
between God’s good and gracious will for all and the universal disability of sin that constantly attempts to
lead us away from God and His call to life. Today, God’s Word gives us the assurance that because our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has chosen to take our suffering and death into Himself by His cross, all
who are baptized into His saving death are given the power of faith to love God and pursue His ways of
life according to His good and gracious Law and Gospel. Blessed is the man whose “delight is in the law
of the LORD” (Psalm 1:2).

Pastor’s Welcome
HYMN

CW 703 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” (CW93 338)

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 124:8; Isaiah 2:3

Pastor:
People:

Our help is in the name of the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

Pastor:
People:

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
He will teach us His ways, so that we may walk in His paths.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Deuteronomy 30:14

Since God graciously calls all people to come to Him to receive His love and life through
repentance of sin and faith in His gift of forgiveness, let us confess our sin, take refuge in
His mercy, and seek His grace for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Most merciful God, we come before You at Your gracious invitation. We repent of
our sins in thought, word, and deed, both what we have done against Your Law and
what we have failed to do in faithfulness to Your Law. We have not loved You with
our whole being. We have failed to love our neighbors. We plead through the
deliverance of Your Son’s suffering and death, forgive us our sins, and give us the
will to choose life in His name. Amen.
“The word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you may obey it.”
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by His authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. You
are free. Choose life!
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Pastor:

In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord!
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit: great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory while eternal ages run!
Glory be to Him who loved us, washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us, made us kings with Him to reign!
Glory, glory to the Lamb that once was slain!

Glory to the King of angles, glory to the Church’s King,
Glory to the King of nations; heav’n and earth, Your praises bring!
Glory, glory to the King of glory sing!
Glory, blessing praise eternal! Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion! Thus its praise creation brings.
Glory, glory, glory to the King of kings! (CW 608, CW93 239)
SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.
O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all. Grant us
courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People:

Amen.
WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 – Through Moses, the LORD sets two
paths before Israel: one leading to life, the other to death. Life was found in listening to God’s voice.

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you
today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to Him, and to keep His commands,
decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the
land you are entering to possess.
15

But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow
down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be
destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.
17

This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may
live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to His voice, and hold fast to Him. For
the LORD is your life, and He will give you many years in the land He swore to give to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (NIV 2011)
19

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

1

EPISTLE
Philemon 1,7-21 – The case of the escaped slave, Onesimus, returning to his owner,
Philemon, is a perfect example of the cost involved in following Jesus. Paul encourages Philemon to free
Onesimus and embrace him as a brother.
1

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker
Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have
refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.
7

Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I
prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my
son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both
to you and to me.
8

I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with
me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did
not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem
forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while
was that you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a
dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a
brother in the Lord.
12

So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done
you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother,
that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of
your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. (NIV 2011)
17

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken by the pastor)
Pastor:

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. (John 6:68)
Alleluia. (John 6:68)

(The pastor will sing verse 1. The congregation repeats verse 1 and then sings verses 2-4)

2) Alleluia. Alleluia. (3x) Christ, the first-fruits from the grave.
3) Alleluia. Alleluia. (3x) Christ has given us new life.
4) Alleluia. Alleluia. (3x) Glory, love and praise to God.

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-35 – Jesus teaches us that truly following Him will come at a cost: the
need to carry a cross, the need to give up everything. Count the cost.
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them He said: 26 “If anyone comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their
own life—such a person cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and
follow Me cannot be My disciple.
25

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to
see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able
to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and
wasn’t able to finish.’
28

“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with
twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way
off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up
everything you have cannot be My disciples.
31

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for
the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.
34

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

CW 694 “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” (CW93 465)

SERMON
CREED

The Apostle’s Creed, Third Article, Luther’s Meaning

People:

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastor:

What does this mean?

People:

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking for choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to Him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian church He daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

OFFERING
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings can also be
given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of
New Life’s website.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING COLLECT
Pastor:

People:

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage and a hope that cannot be extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that
Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and Your Son abiding with us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN

CW 617 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (CW93 334)

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Made by the Elder.)

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady
Today— Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 18 Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Labor Day
Tuesday—Church Council at 7:00 PM
Wednesday—Sunday School Teachers meeting at 7:00 PM
Sunday—Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 19 Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Sunday School and Bible Class at 10:45 AM
DEBT REDUCTION
July through December of this year the congregation is making an effort to reduce the debt on our
education addition. The chart in the entryway will indicate our progress. Gift given for this purpose can be
marked “debt reduction.” Please remember that this effort is an “above and beyond” effort. We are trying
to do two things: meet our budget and also reduce our debt.
VISITORS
Look around you today. Do you see someone new in our service? What a blessing to have people visit
our service. You can make them feel welcome by introducing yourself to them after the service.
BRANCH CONNECTION
Jerry and Vanesa Bauer are expecting a baby girl in September. Since the Branch Connection is unable
to have a shower for them the Branch Connection would like to receive donations and sent them a gift /
gifts from their registry. If you are interested, please see Kelly, Lori, Rachel or Susan.
ADOPT-A-SAILOR ON THANKSGIVING DAY
The Recruit Training Center at Great Lakes recently notified Pastor Bauer indicating that they plan to
restart the program this Fall. If you are interested in helping host 28 Navy recruits on Thanksgiving Day,
please indicate your willingness by putting your name on the sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.
FALL EDUCATION PROGRAM
New Life’s Fall education program--which includes Sunday School, Adult Bible Class on Sunday morning
and Men’s Bible Class—restarts on September 11, next Sunday.
PASTOR BAUER COVERING TODAY FOR PASTOR SCHULTZ
Today, Pastor Bauer is covering for Pastor Schultz at Christ the King in Palatine, conducting their 8:00
AM and 10:30 AM services. He will be leaving after the final blessing in order to get back to Christ the
King to finish the 10:30 AM service started by their elder.

