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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 24
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A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building. Before you go home
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the
fellowship hall after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Before Service Prayer: Heavenly Father, Savior of the nations, You want people from around the globe to
have the chance to hear Your message of salvation. For this reason we pray for the church’s missions that work
to extend the reach of the Gospel. Guide the leaders who work in this field so that they do not become
discouraged by rejection and indifference, and that with creativity and wisdom, they might find ways to channel
their efforts to carry You message to the ends of the earth. May the Holy Spirit accompany them in their daily
work, and may they enjoy the wonderful experience of seeing Your transforming power in action in the lives of
those who do not yet know the Savior. Remove every political, social and economic obstacle that impedes
missionaries from working freely. Protect them from evil and from the dangers of spiritual warfare. May Your
Word and the experiences of the apostles encourage them to keep preaching with conviction. May they
overcome their uncertainties and take advantage of opportunities You have placed in front of them. In the name
of Christ, the Lord of our mission. Amen.
Today’s Service: Morning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156. The
service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning “of the morning”) was the
monastic service marking the beginning of the new day. In Morning Praise we sing back to God the message He has given us in His
word.

THEME FOR THE SERVICE
Start somewhere. Where do you start when talking to someone about Jesus? In the past, most people had some
kind of religious background and training. Fewer and fewer people in the United States have any knowledge of
the Bible. They claim they are “spiritual” but not “religious.” When Peter preached on Pentecost, he addressed
people who knew the Bible, who were familiar with the prophet Joel. When Paul preached in Athens, he
preached to a crowd that tried to cover all their bases, worshipping many gods, even “The Unknown god.” Paul
started with the Creator God, the God who wants everyone to discover Him in the Bible, the God who calls all
to repentance and the God who raised Jesus from the dead.
OPENING HYMN CW 901 “O Christians, Haste” (CW93 570)

INVOCATION
P:
C:

In the name of the Father, who graciously calls us His sons and daughters.
Amen.

P:
C:

In the name of the  Son, whose death and resurrection has given us eternal life.
Amen.

P:
C:

In the name of the Holy Spirit, who has given us the gift of faith to trust all the promises of God.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

DIALOGUE FOR MORNING PRAISE
P:
C:

O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth shall declare Your praise.

P:
C:

Hasten to save me, O God.
O Lord, come quickly to help me.

P:
C:

In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I lay my requests before You and wait in expectation.

P:
C:

I will exalt You, my God the King;
I will praise Your name forever and ever.

P:
C:

Every day I will praise You.
and extol Your name forever and ever.

P:
C:

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me.

P:
C:

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord,
my Rock and my Redeemer.

(We sing words from Psalm 95 in a song called the “Venite.” Please sing whatever part / parts you are
comfortable singing.)

Let us bow down and worship the Lord;
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
For this is our God whose people we are:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Sing to the Lord and bless His name:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
All that has life and breath shall rejoice:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
The great and the small, all creatures of God:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain

Heaven and earth, rejoice in His name:
Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
He governs the world with justice and truth:
Women: Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Final Refrain

OLD TESTAMENT READING
their steps.

Proverbs 16:1-9 – People plan their course, but the LORD determines

To humans belong the plans of the heart,
but from the LORD comes the proper answer of the tongue.
2
All a person’s ways seem pure to them,
but motives are weighed by the LORD.
3
Commit to the LORD whatever you do,
and He will establish your plans.

The LORD works out everything to its proper end—
even the wicked for a day of disaster.
5
The LORD detests all the proud of heart.
Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.
6
Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for;
through the fear of the LORD evil is avoided.
7
When the LORD takes pleasure in anyone’s way,
He causes their enemies to make peace with them.
8
Better a little with righteousness
than much gain with injustice.
9
In their hearts humans plan their course,
but the LORD establishes their steps. (NIV 2011)
4

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
PSALM OF THE DAY

115

SECOND READING

Acts 17:16-34 – Paul preaches in Athens.

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of
idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the
marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?”
Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was
preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to
a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that
you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know
what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing
nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)
16

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every
way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I
even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing
you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.
22

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not
live in temples built by human hands. 25 And He is not served by human hands, as if He needed
anything. Rather, He Himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man He
made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He marked out their appointed
times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek Him and
perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in Him we
live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are His offspring.’
24

“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or
silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such
ignorance, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For He has set a day when He
will judge the world with justice by the Man He has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone
by raising Him from the dead.”
29

When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We
want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the people became
followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a
woman named Damaris, and a number of others. (NIV 2011)
32

P:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
P:

Alleluia. Seek the LORD while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. Alleluia. (Is. 55:6)

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 16:15-20– Jesus gives His marching orders to His apostles, marching orders
followed by the Apostle Paul in Athens.
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will
accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new
tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not
hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
15

After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into heaven and He sat at the right hand
of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and
confirmed His word by the signs that accompanied it. (NIV 2011)
19

P:
C:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY CW 900 “Life High the Cross” (CW93 579)

SERMON TEXT: Acts 17:16-23, 30, 31
SERMON THEME: Righteous Novelty for an Age of Unrighteous Innovation
(After the sermon, we sing the “Te Deum,” an ancient and majestic canticle of the Christian church, a
confession of faith, a mighty hymn of praise to God. Luther loved the Te Deum and referred to it as a fine
creed.)
TE DEUM CANTICLE

OFFERINGS
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings can also be given
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s
website.

THE KYRIE
P:
C:

In the morning, O Lord, I call to You; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
CLOSING PRAYER
P:

C:

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage and a hope that cannot be
extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us
and Your Son abiding with us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:
C:

Let us praise the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

THE BLESSING
P:
C:

The Lord bless and keep you.
Amen.

P:
C:

The Lord’s face ever shine upon you.
Amen.

P:
C:

The Lord grant you peace for all your days.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN CW 908 “Go Forth and Preach the Gospel” (CW93 130)

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Dall
Today— Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 24 Divine Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Tuesday—Ladies Night Out at 6:30 PM
Wednesday—Second Strategic Planning Session at 7:00 PM
Friday—No Men’s Bible Class
Saturday—Fall Outdoor Clean-up from 9:00 AM to Noon
Sunday—Mission Festival Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Sunday School and Multi-Language Publication Presentation in the Café at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Adult Bible class begins at 10:45 AM in the New Life Café. In October, Adult Bible class has begun a five-part
study of the prophet Elijah. The study is called Elijah—Fiery Prophet of God. During Bible class we will study
from the Bible the different events in the life of the prophet and see how he prefigured the second Elijah—John
the Baptist.
STRATEGIC PLANNING SEMINAR #2
Strategic planning seminar #2 will take place this coming Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM. All the members of
New Life are invited to attend. Even if you missed planning session #1, you can still attend #2 and #3.
MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE CHOIR CONCERT
Please join the Martin Luther College Choir, under the direction of Prof. Adrian Smith, at St John
Lutheran Church, Libertyville, on Saturday, October 22, at 7:00pm. The free concert “Awake, Arise, Rejoice,
and Sing Alleluia” will include settings of familiar hymns, as well as selections by choral music composers
representing a variety of musical styles. St. John’s is located at 501 W. Park Ave. in Libertyville, IL.
LADIES NIGHT OUT—Sponsored by the Branch Connection
The Branch Connection—New Life’s ladies group—is hosting “Ladies Night Out,” thi Tuesday, October 18th
at 6:30 PM at La Hacienda located at 21520 W Field Parkway, Deer Park, IL. All the women of the
congregation and their female friends are invited to attend. Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the fellowship hall to register.
BANCH CONNECTION WEDDING SHOWER
Alyssa (nee Dundore) and James Fapso were married this past July, and now have a permanent residence in
California. The Branch Connection would like to help them furnish their apartment with gifts from their
registry. If you would like, you can contribute for bigger gift (s) or you can send on your own. Reach out to
Kelly Daughter for the link to the registry or to help with bigger gifts.
BAND CONCERT
The Wisconsin Lutheran College student instrument ensemble will host a recital and hymn sing at Christ the
King in Palatine on Saturday, Oct. 15 at 3:30 PM.

PROF. STEVEN REAGLES
We thank retired Professor Steven Reagles for serving as our guest preacher today. Rev. Regals was a summer
vicar for New Life (St. Paul’s mission) when it started to meet in Wheeling back in 1979.

