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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 12
July 24, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building. Before you go home
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the
fellowship hall after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.

Before Service Prayer: Lord Jesus, we pray this morning that You would bless our hearing, our praising, our
praying and our confessing as we attend church. Especially bless our pastor as he proclaims to us the truth of
Your word. Give him wisdom and courage so that he does not fall into the temptation of following worldly
wisdom, as so many preacher do today. May his words—Your words—take root in our hearts. Then, as we
listen to You talk to us, make us eager to complete the conversation by being diligent and bold in prayer. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service of All Creation, GIA, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.
Today’s Theme: In a sense, prayer comes naturally to us. We want so we ask. We hurt so we cry out. We are
frustrated so we vent. We are blessed so we give thanks. So we sometimes define prayer as “speaking to God
from the heart.” Seems so easy. What does not come naturally, however, is the focused prayer God wants for us.
We need focus when it comes to the basis of our prayers. Our prayers are based entirely on the unique and
unearned relationship we have with God, our Father. We also need focus when it comes to the content of our
prayers. Yes, we can speak from the heart and ask for anything we want. But our Father invites us to pray
specifically for the things He wants to give us. Prayer is the opportunity to bring our will into conformity with
God’s will, not the other way around. We have much to learn about prayer. So, along with Jesus’ disciples, we
say, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1).
Personal Preparation for Holy Communion: Luther’s Christian Questions, page 295-296 in the blue hymnal
Bulletin Cover: Abraham pleads with the pre-incarnate Christ for Sodom.

Opening Hymn

CW 776 “With the Lord Begin Your Task” (CW93 478)
Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Sentences
P: Hear my voice in accordance with Your love;
C: Preserve my life, O LORD, according to Your laws.
Confession and Absolution
P: Come, let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C: O merciful Lord, we confess that we are sinful by nature and that we have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed. We have not done the good Your law requires and we have done the evil Your
law forbids. But we are truly sorry for our sins and plead for Your mercy in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Fill us with faith to believe in Your forgiveness and turn our hearts by Your Spirit that we may
amend our sinful ways, to love and serve You with all our heart, soul, mind, and body. Lord, have mercy
upon us.
(Soloist sings through the refrain once; Congregation repeats the refrain; Soloist sings the verses and
Congregation repeats the refrain as indicated throughout the song.)
Soloist: Refrain
Congregation: Refrain

Verse 1: God of all creation, earth and sea and sky, God of all eternity: hear us, hear us. Refrain
Verse 2: God of ev’ry nation, God of all who live, God of meek and lowly ones: hear us, hear us. Refrain
Verse 3: God of our salvation, God of grace and peace, God of wisdom and of love: hear us, hear us. Refrain

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon you and has sent His only Son who suffered for you
to forgive you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Glory to God

(The congregation sings the refrain and the verses, if you like, joining the soloist.)

1) Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship You, we give You thanks,
we praise You for Your glory.
Refrain
2) Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Refrain
3) For You alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of the God, the Father. Amen! Amen!
Refrain
Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
P: Merciful Father, hear the prayers of Your people and grant us all good things in accordance with Your will,
not for our sake but for the sake of Christ, in whom we are made bold to pray; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Word of God
First Lesson Genesis 18:20-32 – Abraham prays on the basis of what he knows about the LORD: that the
LORD is a just judge, that the LORD shows mercy, and that the LORD invites us to be bold in our prayers.
Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so
grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached
Me. If not, I will know.”
20

The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before
the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached Him and said: “Will You sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a
thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from
you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
22

The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for
their sake.”
26

Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am
nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will You
destroy the whole city for lack of five people?”
27

“If I find forty-five there,” He said, “I will not destroy it.”
29

Once again he spoke to Him, “What if only forty are found there?”

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.”
30

Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?”

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be
found there?”
31

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”
Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be
found there?”
32

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” (NIV 2011)
P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation
truth and life!”)

(Soloist sings the verses; Congregation sings the “Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of

Gospel

Luke 11:1-13 – Jesus teaches us how to pray and how our Father will answer.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When He finished, one of His disciples said to Him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2

He said to them, “When you pray, say:

“‘Father,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”
5
Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no
food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even
though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your
shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened.
9

“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an
egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (NIV
2011)
11

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.
Hymn of the Day

CW 719 “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray” (CW93 533)
The Sermon
Nicene Creed

We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake He was crucified
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Gathering of Our Offerings
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings can also be given
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s
website.

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day of the week
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution
P:
C:

(Spoken by the pastor.)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
(We will sing the first three verses, observing the repeat sign and then we will sing the last line, asking that Jesus
would “grant us peace.”)

Our Communion Practice
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or other
WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.
Distribution Hymn

CW 665 “What Is This Bread” (CWS 742)
Thanksgiving

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: Father of mercy and God of all consolation, hear the prayers of Your people and inhabit our hearts with
Your Spirit so that we may have words to pray and hearts to believe that You hear and answer us; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

CW 721 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (CW93 411)
Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: VBS Staff
Today— Seventh Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 12 Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Set-up for VBS
Monday - Friday—VBS from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Friday—Wrap-Up program at Auberge at 11:00 AM
Cookout at 11:30 AM
Sunday—Eighth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 13 Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Tuesday—Preschool Orientation at 7:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service on
Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.
VBS REGISTRATION
The webmaster John Lester has posted the online registration for VBS. Go to www.newlife.org/vbs.htm to
register. At this point there are 49 kids registered for VBS.
CHURCH COUNCIL
At the annual voter’s meeting, it was decided that the church council would remain the same: Mike Spangle
Chairman and Elder, Brent Anderson Treasurer, Joe Berg Secretary, Ken Sarvady Financial Secretary, John
Lester Outreach, Toby James Fellowship and Kenny Andrews Property.
BABY SHOWER FOR AMBER
The Branch Connection will be hosting a baby shower brunch for Amber Casaletto on Sunday, July 31 after
church. Please bring a dish to pass. Amber is registered at Amazon.com. A sign-up sheet is posted downstairs
on the bulletin board.

BAPTISM
Congratulations to Chris and Kelsey Franz on the birth and baptism of their twin boys, Zack and Noah. The
twins were born on April 6, 2022 and baptized on July 17, 2022. Serving as godparents for Noah are Heather
Condron and Brian Marek. Serving as godparents for Zack are Mandy Marek and Nick Franz.
DEBT REDUCTION
New Life’s five-year plan includes an effort to reduce the debt on the education wing. Over the next six
months—if you’d like to help with this effort—you can give a gift and designate it “debt reduction.” The
amount given each month will be indicated on the chart in the entryway. Whatever is given toward debt
reduction will reduce the amount that will be refinanced at the beginning of 2023, if the world endures that
long. This year’s operating budget was reduced by approximately $6,000 to provide the opportunity to not only
meeting our budget, but also reduce our mortgage.
PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION
Preschool orientation will be held on Tuesday, August 2 at 7:00 PM. The orientation is for the parents of
incoming preschool students. At the orientation the parents are walked through the preschool handbook. The
orientation is held a month prior to the start of the preschool year to give parents time to gather whatever is
needed for the start of the school year.
LZ FARMERS MARKET BOOTH
New Life will host a booth at the Lake Zurich Farmers Market on Friday, August 5 from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
If you’d like to help man the booth for a two-hour shift, please see the sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.

