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A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building. Before you go home
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the
fellowship hall after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.
Before Service Prayer: Heavenly Father, protector of our faith, thank You for the presence and help of Your
Holy Spirit. Through the knowledge that You grant us through Your Word, You help to keep us from the
devil’s trickery and cunning. Protect us from the bad influences of this world that seem so tempting to our eyes.
Keep us alert for traps that are hidden within certain people and things and protect us from evil. There are many
things that surround and tempt us. There are many things that our eyes covet. Arrogance and vanity surround us.
The desires of our bodies are very strong, and we even believe that will not be happy unless we follow the ways
of the world. Protect us, Lord. Motivate us to be disciplined in hearing Your Word and prayer, so that we may
have the strength and wisdom we need to overcome the evils of the world. Your will endures forever. Let us
remember and remain in that truth. In the name of Christ Jesus, the fullness of our life. Amen.
Today’s Service: Morning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156. The
service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning “of the morning”) was the
monastic service marking the beginning of the new day. In Morning Praise we sing back to God the message He has given us in His
word.

THEME FOR THE SERVICE
Jesus wants focused followers. However, one of the things that can most easily get in the way of our focus is
our earthly possessions. It is no surprise, therefore, that Jesus’ words so frequently warn His followers
concerning wealth. Jesus’ followers don’t reject earthly wealth or despise it. They can be grateful for every
good gift that comes from the hand of God. However, Jesus’ followers value earthly wealth correctly. They
understand what earthly wealth can and cannot do. They don’t give earthly wealth a role in their lives it will
never be able to fill. This week we focus on the fact that the identity and security earthly wealth can never
provide is found fully and freely in Christ.
OPENING HYMN CW 820 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (CW93 441)

INVOCATION
P:
C:

In the name of the Father, who graciously calls us His sons and daughters.
Amen.

P:
C:

In the name of the  Son, whose death and resurrection has given us eternal life.
Amen.

P:
C:

In the name of the Holy Spirit, who has given us the gift of faith to trust all the promises of God.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
C:

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

DIALOGUE FOR MORNING PRAISE
P:
C:

O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth shall declare Your praise.

P:
C:

Hasten to save me, O God.
O Lord, come quickly to help me.

P:
C:

In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I lay my requests before You and wait in expectation.

P:
C:

I will exalt You, my God the King;
I will praise Your name forever and ever.

P:
C:

Every day I will praise You.
and extol Your name forever and ever.

P:
C:

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me.

P:
C:

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord,
my Rock and my Redeemer.

(We sing words from Psalm 95 in a song called the “Venite.” Please sing whatever part / parts you are
comfortable singing.)

Let us bow down and worship the Lord;
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
For this is our God whose people we are:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Sing to the Lord and bless His name:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
All that has life and breath shall rejoice:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
The great and the small, all creatures of God:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain

Heaven and earth, rejoice in His name:
Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
He governs the world with justice and truth:
Women: Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Final Refrain

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 1:1-2,12-14; 2:18-26 – King Solomon, possibly the
wealthiest man who ever lived, learned by experience the limited value of earthly possessions.
The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:
“Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher.
“Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless.”
ever returning on its course.
12
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to study and to explore by
wisdom all that is done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind! 14 I have
seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
2

I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who
comes after me. 19 And who knows whether that person will be wise or foolish? Yet they will have
control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too
is meaningless. 20 So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21 For a
person may labor with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must leave all they own to another
who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22 What do people get for all
the toil and anxious striving with which they labor under the sun? 23 All their days their work is grief
and pain; even at night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless.
18

A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own toil. This too,
I see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without Him, who can eat or find enjoyment? 26 To the person
who pleases Him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner He gives the task of
gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless,
a chasing after the wind. (NIV 2011)
24

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 90a

EPISTLE
Colossians 3:1-11 – If life does not consist in the abundance of one’s possessions, then of what
does life consist? Paul tells us—the fact that in baptism we died and were raised with Christ.
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and
your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust,
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to
walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things
as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. (NIV
2011)
5

P:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
P:
Alleluia. Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. Alleluia. (Matthew 6:20,21)
Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21 – Greed’s folly is felt in life and will be exposed in death. Through a
parable, Jesus gives us a strong warning against greed.
P:
C:
13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then He said to
them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance
of possessions.”
14

And He told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant
harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
16

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will
store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take
life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
18

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will
get what you have prepared for yourself?’
20

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”
(NIV 2011)
21

P:
C:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY CW 807 “All Depends on Our Possessing” (CW93 421)

THE SERMON

(After the sermon, we stand and sing the “Te Deum,” an ancient and majestic canticle of the Christian church,
a confession of faith, a mighty hymn of praise to God. Luther loved the Te Deum and referred to it as a fine
creed.)
TE DEUM CANTICLE

OFFERINGS
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings can also be given
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s
website.

THE KYRIE
P:
C:

In the morning, O Lord, I call to You; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
CLOSING PRAYER
P:

C:

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage and a hope that cannot be
extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us
and Your Son abiding with us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:
C:

Let us praise the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

THE BLESSING
P:
C:

The Lord bless and keep you.
Amen.

P:
C:

The Lord’s face ever shine upon you.
Amen.

P:
C:

The Lord grant you peace for all your days.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN CW 699 “Take the Word, but Give Me Jesus” (CW93 355)

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Daugherty and Dundore
Today— Eighth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 13 Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
10:45 AM Baby Shower for Amber Casaletto
Tuesday—Preschool orientation at 7:00 PM
Friday—Lake Zurich Farmer’s Market Booth from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Sunday—Ninth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 14 Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Church Council at 10:45 AM
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service on
Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.
DEBT REDUCTION
New Life’s five-year plan includes an effort to reduce the debt on the education wing. Over the next six
months—if you’d like to help with this effort—you can give a gift and designate it “debt reduction.” The
amount given each month will be indicated on the chart in the entryway. Whatever is given toward debt
reduction will reduce the amount that will be refinanced at the beginning of 2023, if the world endures that
long. This year’s operating budget was reduced by approximately $6,000 to provide the opportunity to not only
meeting our budget, but also reduce our mortgage.
PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION
Preschool orientation will be held on Tuesday, August 2 at 7:00 PM. The orientation is for the parents of
incoming preschool students. At the orientation the parents are walked through the preschool handbook. The
orientation is held a month prior to the start of the preschool year to give parents time to gather whatever is
needed for the start of the school year.
LZ FARMERS MARKET BOOTH
New Life will host a booth at the Lake Zurich Farmers Market on Friday, August 5 from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
If you’d like to help man the booth for a two-hour shift, please see the sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The congregation gives thanks to God that we were able to host VBS this past week. Fifty-three kids registered
for VBS. Thank you to the teachers and many helpers who made VBS possible. The congregation could not
host a week of learning the Bible if it were not for the willingness of members to make VBS possible. Teaching
this past week were Lori Dundore, Rachel Andrews and Don Dall. Helping were Truman Dexter, Colton
Andrews, Frieda Krauth, Katie Ulwelling, Joe Berg, Mike Spangle and Kelly Daugherty.

