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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 20
September 18, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.
Before you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also,
refreshments are served in the fellowship hall after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for
something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is
wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an
emergency.

Before Service Prayer: Gracious God, all that I have comes from You: my body and mind, my strength
and intelligence, my time and abilities, my energy and possessions. Guard me from the temptation to use
these gifts only for my personal benefit. Make me willing to use them joyfully in service to You and Your
people. Amen.

Today’s Service: Service Setting 3 without Communion, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.

As We Gather: There are more than 2300 Bible passages that speak about money. Why? Money is a
master Satan frequently tempts us to serve. And that evil foe knows how successful his efforts with
money can be. Money provides us with a false comfort and a sense of security. It serves as a source of
pride. It serves as a wonderful tool for a favorite pastime: justifying ourselves in our own eyes and the
eyes of others. Jesus knows that serving money makes it impossible to serve God. The human heart is
not big enough for both. As a result, Jesus does all He can to expose the futility of serving money. He
also helps us see that the only One truly worth serving is our gracious, loving God. When we serve God,
money is put in its proper place. Instead of money being a lord to serve, it becomes a resource for
serving the Lord. This is the hard truth. There is no way for us to serve both God and money. But we can
serve God with our money.
Pastor’s Welcome

HYMN

CW 708 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (CW93 484)

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Deuteronomy 6:4–5; Proverbs 3:3–6

Pastor:
People:

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.

Pastor:
People:

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart.
Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.

Pastor:
People:

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor:
People:

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Pastor:

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:

LORD, HAVE MERCY (The congregation sings the words in bold print.)

HYMN OF PRAISE
Pastor:

In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord!

(Soloist sings the refrain the first time, the congregation each time after that.)

Soloist:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship You, we give You thanks,
we praise you for Your glory.

All:

Refrain.

Soloist:

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.

All:

Refrain.

Soloist:

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

All:

Refrain.

SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (This prayer comes from the Gelasian Sacramentary. Ca. AD 750)
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray.
O God, You have told us not to be anxious about what we need for this life. Move our
hearts to seek You and Your kingdom, that all good things may be given to us as well;
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 – King Solomon knew from experience that if
you serve money, you will end up disappointed.
10

Whoever loves money never has enough;
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.
This too is meaningless.
11
As goods increase,
so do those who consume them.
And what benefit are they to the owners
except to feast their eyes on them?
12
The sleep of a laborer is sweet,
whether they eat little or much,
but as for the rich, their abundance
permits them no sleep.
13
I have seen a grievous evil under the sun:
wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners,
14
or wealth lost through some misfortune,
so that when they have children
there is nothing left for them to inherit.
15
Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb,
and as everyone comes, so they depart.
They take nothing from their toil
that they can carry in their hands.
16

This too is a grievous evil:

As everyone comes, so they depart,
and what do they gain,
since they toil for the wind?
17
All their days they eat in darkness,
with great frustration, affliction and anger.
18
This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and
to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has

given them—for this is their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and
possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a
gift of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied
with gladness of heart. (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

73

EPISTLE
1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19 – Saint Paul teaches in straightforward language that serving
money will lead to spiritual destruction. But serving God with our money leads to a fulfilling life.
6

But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we
can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with
that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.
17

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to
be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Soloist:

Refrain.

Pastor:

Rejoice in the Lord for His love and faithfulness.

All:

Refrain

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 16:1-13 – All money actually belongs to God; He loans it to us to manage for
his glory. Through a parable, Jesus teaches us to be shrewd in the way we use money to serve Him.
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account
of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
3

“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not
strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job
here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5

“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’
6

“‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’
7

“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8

“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the
people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the
light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you
will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy
in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
13

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

Sit

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CW 807 “All Depends on Our Possessing” (CW93 421)

HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON

CREEDAL HYMN

CW 940 (CW93 270)

We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present help in need, Praised by all the heav'nly host,
By whose mighty pow'r alone All is made and wrought and done.
We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son,
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won,
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery.
We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both fore'er proceeds,
Who upholds and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity, Hear our praise eternally!
OFFERING The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings
can also be given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the
donation part of New Life’s website.

(“Etude in G” Played by the Tone Chime Choir)

OFFERTORY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:91-13

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING COLLECT
Pastor:

People:

Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from You. Give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies, that we may live
in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

CW 753 “My Worth is Not in What I Own”

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / Bolzman
Today— Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 20 Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Wednesday—Strategic Planning Seminar at 7:00 PM
Thursday—Green Team at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 Am
Sunday—Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 21 Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM
Sunday School and Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Adult Bible class begins at 10:45 AM in the New Life Café. During the three months of September, the
Bible class will cover the short, Old Testament book called Nahum which deals with the topic of nations
that are “superpowers.”
FELLOWSHIP TIME = “MAKE A NEW FRIEND TIME”
If New Life is blessed with a visitor, and a visitor is brave enough to make their way down to the
fellowship hall for something to eat and drink, your job is to meet them and make them your friend.
Before the first sip of coffee or bite of cookie, your job is to scan the fellowship hall to see if someone
new has joined us for fellowship. Then your job is to meet them.
GREEN TEAM
New Life’s kids group called the Green Team will meet for the first time this Thursday at 6:30 PM. During
the year, the Green Team will look at different jobs that make the community go that don’t require a
college degree. Green Team is open to kids preschool through eighth grade.
STRATEGIC PLANNING SEMINAR
This Wednesday will be our first of three strategic planning seminars. The seminar begins at 7:00 PM.
And yes, the presenter is Pastor Bauer’s oldest brother.

